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The 41st G7 Summit
On 7 and 8 June 2015, the G7 will hold its 41st summit in Bavaria, Germany. The Group will meet
for the second successive year without Russia, whose membership of the G8 was suspended
following its annexation of Crimea. The agenda includes issues of global interest, among them
development and environmental protection.

History
The Group of Seven (G7) is an international forum composed of seven leading industrialised nations (Canada,
France, Italy, Germany, Japan, UK and USA) plus the EU, whose heads of state or government meet yearly to
discuss issues of global interest. The G7 Summit was first held in 1975, on the initiative of the French
president Valéry Giscard d’Estaing and German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt. The leaders of six industrialised
countries (the current members except Canada, which joined a year later) met to discuss the enormous
economic and financial challenges of the day, engendered by the break-up of the Bretton Woods system (a
system of fixed international exchange rates pegged to gold) in 1971 and the oil crisis in 1973. At that
summit it was decided to hold meetings yearly. In the aftermath, the G7 has established itself as a leading
forum in global economic and financial governance, but gradually it brought other issues of global interest
into its discussions, for example security. In 1991, Russia started attending the summits, at first informally. It
formally joined the group in 1997, which thus became the G8. The G7, in its old structure, made an
unanticipated come-back to the international stage in 2014, when Russia, after its illegal annexation of
Crimea, was suspended from participating in its activities. The 2014 Summit should have taken place in Sochi
under Russia’s rotating presidency, but was moved instead to Brussels, taking place on 4-5 June 2014.

G7 relevance
From the beginning, the group was also a community of shared values. It brings together countries that are
both major economic powers and liberal democracies, mostly from the Atlantic space. As such it has come to
be regarded as a steering group for the West. Today it stands for peace and security, freedom and human
rights, democracy and the rule of law, prosperity and sustainable development. The group is an informal bloc
and meetings tend to reflect this. Agreement on the basic values mentioned above has helped reinforce the
informality of the debates, which are also characterised by openness and flexibility. Given the small size of
the group, this has also facilitated consensus building on specific issues. According to some authors, Russia
has never shared the group’s democratic values and was thus a disruptive factor to the group’s unity.
With the rise of emerging economies, especially China, it is clear that the G7(8) cannot claim to set the
agenda for the whole world. The combined GDP of its seven members makes up almost half the world’s
GDP. As a direct consequence of the financial crisis of 2008, the G8 witnessed the birth of a similar, but
larger group – the G20, including the members of the G8 plus other major economies and thus having a
more representative character. The G20 had been operating since 1999 at the level of finance ministers and
central bank governors, having been created to respond to the Asian financial crisis of 1997. In the aftermath
of the 2008 financial crisis, the G20 convened at the level of heads of state or government, with the role of
coordinating the response to the crisis at global level, which it did quite effectively. Although some predicted
that the G8 would become irrelevant in the wake of the G20’s creation and should even leave the stage, the
G8 proved resilient while the G20, within a few years, has lost some of its initial momentum.
Some theoreticians of international relations contend that the days when the G7(8) was setting the
international agenda are gone, not because of competition from the G20, but because we are experiencing
in fact a 'G-zero' world, in which no country is ready to take the lead. According to a different point of view,
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the coexistence of the G7 with the G20 is only a reflection of the multiplication of international fora in
general. It should be considered a normal phenomenon, in a world characterised by a diffuse system of
power, in which problems have to be addressed in a piecemeal fashion in relevant, but also diverse and
plural international groupings. For example, the G8 can address issues of global security better than the G20,
because of its smaller structure, but the G20 can deal effectively with global financial and economic issues.

Structure and functioning
The G8 has an informal and non-binding nature, operating without a legal basis, a permanent secretariat and
formal rules for membership. It has a rotating presidency that hosts the annual summit and deals with the
secretarial tasks, including agenda-setting. The presidency proposes the main focus for the summit and
decides the location of the meeting. Most of the preparatory work is done at the level of relevant minsters
who hold their own meetings and at the level of specially appointed personal representatives of each head
of state or government, known as Sherpas. These Sherpas meet repeatedly ahead of the summit to draft the
agenda. After each summit, a declaration is issued containing the main outcomes, which is politically
binding.

EU participation
Since 1977, the EEC and later the EU has been increasingly involved in the G7. At first, the Commission
President attended only the sessions covering areas of EEC competence. Starting in 1981, the EEC was
invited as a full participant. Today, both the president of the European Council and the president of the
European Commission represent the Union at the summits. Although the EU was granted full participation,
its membership is distinct: it normally does not hold the presidency or host summit meetings and therefore
its influence on agenda-setting is minimal. However, last year's summit represented an exception from this
practice, being hosted by the EU after Russia's suspension.

Agenda of the forthcoming Summit
The next Summit is due to be held under the German presidency on 7 and 8 June 2015 in Germany in Schloss
Elmau, Bavaria. Germany took over the presidency in June 2014, earlier than the planned date of January
2015, because of the decision to organise the 2014 summit without Russia, which held the rotating
presidency at the time.
In addition to the global economy and foreign, security and development policy, the topics proposed by the
German presidency include improving social and environmental standards in supply chains, protecting the
climate and mitigating the effects of climate change, improving healthcare systems and fighting epidemics,
and strengthening women's economic empowerment. Development has special relevance for this year’s
agenda from the EU perspective, because 2015 has been designated by the EU the European Year for
Development. Moreover, the Millennium Development Goals will expire this year and it is expected that the
UN summit in New York in September 2015 will adopt a new development agenda. In this context, the G7
members propose to hold a dialogue with partner countries in Africa: several leaders of African countries will
participate in a meeting on the second day of the summit.
The German presidency also wishes to see progress towards a global climate agreement with a view to the
Paris UN conference on climate later this year. It has already signalled its interest in including some specific
environmental items on the agenda: cleaning the ocean waters of plastic, and providing aid for poor
countries to help them cope with the impact of climate change and encourage them to support a global
climate agreement.
In order to reinforce the representativeness of this year’s summit, Germany has planned a wide range of
consultations with civil society’s actors preceding the summit.
Foreign ministers' meeting in April
The Foreign Ministers of the G7 countries met in April in the German city of Lübeck to prepare the Summit.
They focused mainly on security issues, including the crises in Ukraine and the Middle East, the on-going
negotiations on Iran’s nuclear programme, and also maritime security, including the preservation of the
marine environment. The German Foreign Minister, Frank-Walter Steinmeier, expressed the desire to see
Russia return as soon as possible to the group, once the Minsk Agreement is fully implemented. Human
rights and, in particular, discrimination were also discussed at the meeting. The G7 ministers pledged to help
African countries improve their health systems in order to deal with threats such as the Ebola epidemics.
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