
At a glance
4 June 2015

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service
Author: Enrique Gómez, Members' Research Service

EN
PE 559.485
Disclaimer and Copyright: The content of this document is the sole responsibility of the author and any opinions expressed therein do not necessarily represent the official
position of the European Parliament. It is addressed to the Members and staff of the EP for their parliamentary work. Reproduction and translation for non-commercial
purposes are authorised, provided the source is acknowledged and the European Parliament is given prior notice and sent a copy. © European Union, 2015.

eprs@ep.europa.eu – http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu (intranet) – http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank (internet) – http://epthinktank.eu (blog)

Mexico: Political parties
After 71 years of uninterrupted Revolutionary Institutional Party (PRI) rule, a shift in power was
finally achieved in the 2000 presidential elections, won by the National Action Party, which also
won the 2006 elections. In 2012, the PRI returned to power under Enrique Peña Nieto, who has
forged an alliance with the main opposition parties to introduce much-needed structural reforms in
the country.

Background
The consolidation of the modern Mexican State (1858-1911) was dominated by authoritarian figures
Benito Juárez – who drafted the federalist, liberal, 1857 Constitution – and Porfirio Díaz. During
President Díaz’s long dictatorial rule, Mexico experienced an unprecedented modernisation process that
generated inequality and social conflict, giving rise to the Mexican Revolution. The Revolutionary
Institutional Party (PRI) was born in 1929, as the National Revolutionary Party (PNR), and brought together
traditional regional and state leaders under the umbrella of a national party. In 1935, Lázaro Cárdenas
created the three main party sectors, and the party was renamed the PRI in 1947. In the long period of
sustained high economic growth known as the 'Mexican miracle', which lasted until the late 1960s, it
reinforced its rule, monopolising all key representative posts. The conservative National Action Party (PAN)
was founded in 1939. The main representatives of the left at that time were the Mexican Communist Party,
founded in 1919 and outlawed in 1946, and the Popular Socialist Party (PPS), founded in 1948. Student
massacres in 1968 and 1971, and economic deceleration, marked the end of the 'miracle' and the start of the
PRI's decline. After the 1982 debt crisis, business leaders started to fund and join the PAN. The Party of the
Democratic Revolution (PRD), led by Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas, was created after the 1988 elections around a
splinter of the nationalist sector of the PRI. The PRI, now faced with a well-organised conservative and left-
wing opposition, was finally defeated in the 2000 presidential election, won by PAN candidate Vicente Fox.
The PAN won again in 2006, with Felipe Calderón, though the narrowness of his winning margin (0.5%) over
PRD candidate López Obrador, put this victory into question. To assert his power and authority,
Felipe Calderón declared a war on drugs that would lead to tens of thousands of deaths and disappearances,
thus enabling the PRI to return to power in the 2012 elections, under Enrique Peña Nieto. Upon winning the
election, Enrique Peña Nieto forged a Pact for Mexico alliance with the PAN and PRD, in order to pass much
needed political reforms.

Political and electoral system
Mexico is a presidential Republic. The President of the Republic is both Head of State and of the executive
(Article 80 of the Constitution), is directly elected by simple majority (in a single round) for a six-year term,
and cannot be re-elected. The current President is PRI´s Enrique Peña Nieto, who won the 2012 elections
with 38.2% of the votes, against PRD´s Andrés López Obrador (31.6%) and PAN candidate Josefina
Vázquez Mota (25.4%).
The Mexican Congress (Congreso de la Unión) is composed of two Chambers: The Chamber of Deputies has
500 Members: 300 are directly elected for a three-year term in single-member constituencies, by simple
majority vote; the remaining 200 Members are elected in one multi-member nationwide constituency
through proportional representation from regional party lists. The majority party cannot hold more than
300 seats (or 315 with more than 60% of the popular vote). The last elections were held in 2012, along with
those for the Presidency and the Senate, and the next will be held on 7 June 2015. There are 190 female
Members (38%).The Senate of the Republic has a total of 128 Senators, elected for a six-year term (which
coincides with that of the President). Of these, 96 seats are filled by majority system in 32 three-seat
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2012 Senate (128 seats)

PRI (52)

PAN (38)

PRD (22)

PVEM (9)

PT (5)

2012 Chamber of Deputies (500 seats) PRI (214)
PAN (113)
PRD (99)
PVEM (27)
MORENA (12)
MC (12)
PT (11)
PANAL (10)
Others (2)

constituencies (the 31 States and the Federal District): 64 of these seats are allocated to the two candidates
of the party with the highest number of votes in each State and 32 seats to a candidate from the party with
the second largest number of votes in each State (minority Senators). The remaining 32 Senators are elected
in a single national constituency under proportional representation. There are 43 female Senators (33.59%).

Current political parties
Revolutionary Institutional Party (Partido Revolucionario Institucional, PRI). President: César Camacho
Quiroz. Founded in 1929 by Plutarco Elías Calles, to institutionalise Mexican Revolution agreements, the
party ruled for 71 consecutive years. The party of current President Peña Nieto, it is centre to centre-left and
affiliated to the Socialist International.
National Action Party (Partido de Acción Nacional, PAN). President: Gustavo Madero Muñoz. This
conservative, right-wing political party was created in 1939, by former Autonomous University of Mexico
Rector Manuel Gómez Morín and leaders of the National Union of Catholic Students. The party won the 2000
and 2006 presidential elections, with candidates Vicente Fox Quesada and Felipe Calderón, respectively. It
belongs to the Centrist Democrat International and the Christian Democrat Organisation of America.
Party of the Democratic Revolution (Partido de la Revolución Democrática, PRD). President:
Carlos Navarrete Ruíz. A social democrat, left-wing party, originating in the PRI's Democratic Current,
founded in 1989 by Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas, with the help of smaller left-wing parties. The party's 2012
presidential candidate was Andrés López Obrador, and it is affiliated to the Socialist International, the
Progressive Alliance and the Foro de Sao Paulo.
Green Party of Mexico (Partido Verde Ecologista de México, PVEM). Leader: Arturo Escobar. Founded in 1986
to promote environmental issues, in 2012 the party supported President Nieto. Whilst affiliated to the
Global Greens and the Federation of the Green Parties of the Americas (FPVA), due to its defence of the
death penalty, it is no longer recognised by the European Green Party.
The National Regeneration Movement (Movimiento de Regeneración Nacional, MORENA) was originally
created as a civil association to support Andrés López Obrador's candidacy for the Presidency in alliance with
the PRD, PT and MC. In 2014, it officially became a new left-wing nationalist political party, led by López
Obrador. It is currently represented by 12 Members, originally elected for these three parties.
Citizen's Movement (Movimiento Ciudadano, MC). Leader: Luis Walton Aburto. A left-wing, socialist party
registered in 1999 as Convergence for Democracy, and renamed in 2011. In the 2012 elections the party was
integrated into the Progressive Movement coalition. It is affiliated to the Progressive Alliance.
Labour Party (Partido del Trabajo, PT). Leader: Alberto Anaya. Founded in 1990, this left-wing party joined
the Progressive Movement coalition in the 2012 elections, and is affiliated to the Foro de Sao Paulo.
New Alliance Party (Nueva Alianza, PANAL). Leader: Luis Castro Obregón. This centre-right political party,
created in 2005 on the initiative of the National Union of Education Workers, is affiliated to the Liberal
International and the Liberal Network for Latin America.

Source: Congreso Mexicano Source: IPU Parline

Mexico and the EU
Mexico was the first Latin American country to sign an Economic Partnership, Political Coordination and
Cooperation Agreement ('Global Agreement') with the EU in 1997. The agreement entered into force in
2000, and covers political dialogue, trade and cooperation. Mexico also has a Strategic Partnership with the
EU, which allows a broader dialogue and deeper cooperation between both parties. The EU-Mexico Joint
Parliamentary Committee met in Mexico's Distrito Federal on 19-20 February 2015, to discuss reinforcement
of inter-institutional relations between both Parliaments, amongst other subjects.
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