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Morocco: Political parties and the EU
In the aftermath of the public protests which occurred during the Arab Spring in February 2011,
King Mohammed VI of Morocco announced an early election, a process of constitutional reform
granting new civil rights, and the relinquishing of some of his administrative powers. Following a
referendum, a new constitution was ratified on 13 September 2011. This created a number of new
civil rights, including constitutional guarantees of freedom of expression, social equality for women,
rights for speakers of minority languages and the independence of judges. Early parliamentary
elections were held on 25 November 2011. Changes to the electoral and administrative law were
significant.

General Background
Morocco has had a multi-party system since its independence in 1956, with numerous parties ranging in
ideology from the far-left to Islamists. Elections for the legislature are held on a national level. The electoral
system is a 'proportional closed party-list' system applying the rule of the highest average without vote-
splitting or preferential votes. Since Morocco considers the disputed territory of Western Sahara to be its
annexed Southern Provinces, political parties are also active in those parts of this territory that are under
Moroccan control. After the Arab Spring of 2011, the newly adopted Constitution brought about a number of
important reforms: It establishes human rights as a core principle, recognises Berber as an official language
alongside Arabic, and calls for gender equality. It gives new powers to the prime minister and parliament and
inaugurates an overhaul of the judiciary. While under the new constitution the king is no longer ‘sacred’,
Article 46 states that ‘the integrity of the person of the king shall not be violated’. Through Article 41, he is
'amir al mouminin' (Commander of the Faithful), the most powerful religious authority of the country. On
the basis of Article 47, the king is now formally required to appoint the prime minister (the Head of
Government) from among members of the party having won the most seats in a parliamentary election, and
the king also appoints the members of the government and other cabinet members on the recommendation
of the prime minister. Article 48 stipulates that the king presides over cabinet meetings, and, using the
'dahir' system (of Royal decrees), he has the power to dissolve parliament (Article 51). The king is the
‘commander-in-chief of the armed forces’ (Article 53), appoints ambassadors (Article 55) and the most
powerful religious leaders. In general the king has not relinquished any of his prerogatives, and will continue
to have veto power over all major decisions.

Morocco's parliamentary system
Morocco's parliament is bicameral. The House of Representatives (Majlis al-Nuwab, Lower House) has
395 members elected by direct universal suffrage through a list vote for a term of five years. They are
distributed as follows: 305 seats filled by Members elected from the 92 local constituencies, to which a 6%
threshold applies; and 90 seats filled by Members elected at the national constituency level, to which a 3%
threshold applies. Two thirds of these additional seats are reserved for women and the remaining third
reserved for men under the age of 40. The House of Councillors (Majlis al-Mustasharin, Upper House) has
120 members elected by indirect universal suffrage for six years, of whom 72 Members represent local
constituencies; 20 represent professional chambers; eight represent employers’ professional organisations;
and 20 represent employees. Bills are forwarded to the relevant committees in the House of Representatives
for debate and approval. They are then studied and voted upon in the plenary sessions, prior to being
forwarded to the House of Councillors. In case of a discrepancy between the versions passed by the two
houses, the House of Representatives has the final say and adopts the text under consideration.
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Morocco's main political parties
The Justice and Development Party (PJD) was founded in 1978. It is a moderate Islamist party committed to
internal democracy. The PJD has been Morocco's ruling party since November 2011 and the largest party in
parliament, albeit without a majority. According to the new Constitution, this made its leader, Abdelillah
Benkirane, prime minister.

The Istiqlal ('Independence') Party (PI), founded in 1944, is currently the second biggest party. Istiqlal is the
nationalist party and was the main political force in the struggle for the country's independence. It was often
critical of the ruling monarchy after independence was gained. Its secretary-general is Hamid Chabat.

The National Rally of Independents (RNI), founded in 1978, is the third biggest party in parliament. It
defends the promotion of social democracy within the constitutional monarchy. Its president is Salaheddine
Mezouar.

The Popular Movement (MP), founded in 1958, was initially a conservative rural party that unconditionally
supported the monarchy and competed for power with the Istiqlal Party. Its secretary-general is Mohand
Laenser.

The Party of Progress and Socialism (PPS) founded in 1974 by Ali Yata as the successor of the Moroccan
Communist Party and the Party of Liberation and Socialism, defines itself as an independent, social
democratic, progressive national party, which respects the socialist principles and the traditions of the
people of Morocco. Its secretary-general is Nabil Benabdallah.

The Socialist Union of Popular Forces (USFP) was originally formed as a breakaway from the National Union
of Popular Forces (UNFP). Founded in 1975, it strives to help integrate young unemployed people into the
labour force, to preserve the development of Moroccan arts and handicrafts and the adoption of local
projects in order to promote investment and employment. Its secretary-general is Driss Lachgar.

The Authenticity and Modernity Party (PAM) was founded in 2008. Perceived as being backed by the
monarchy, it is supported by prominent human-rights activists who had served on Mohammed VI's Equity
and Reconciliation Commission which investigated human rights abuses during Hassan II's reign. Its general-
secretary is Mohamed Cheikh Biadillah.

The Constitutional Union (UC), founded in 1983, is a liberal conservative political party in Morocco, aligned
with the ruling monarchy. Its leader is Mohammed Abied.

The Socialist Party (PT), founded in 2005, has a centre-left political leaning. Its leader is Abdelkrim Benatik.

Governing coalition
On 25 November 2011, 30 parties participated in the early parliamentary elections, and 18 of them gained
seats in parliament. The largest number of seats was won by the Justice and Development Party (PJD).
Government coalition in 2011 (parties with their respective number of seats): PJD (107), PI (60), MP (32),
and PPS (18).
Opposition parties: RNI (52), PAM (47), USFP (39), UC (23), PT (4) and smaller parties with 1 or 2 seats.
On 16 October 2013, the king named a government with a new coalition as Prime Minister Benkirane was
forced to reshuffle the cabinet after the Istiqlal (PI) party, withdrew, leaving the coalition without a majority.
After months of stalemate, the National Rally of Independents (RNI) joined the government. In exchange,
the PJD relinquished several major portfolios, including the Foreign Ministry.

EP position on Morocco
The European Parliament, in its Resolution of 23 October 2013 on the 'European Neighbourhood Policy: towards
a strengthening of the partnership – position of the European Parliament on the 2012 reports', welcomed,
amongst other, Morocco’s commitment to deepening its relationship with the EU and commended the reforms
brought by the new Constitution. The negotiation of an ambitious and mutually beneficial Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement was seen as the main thrust of the Union’s support to Morocco. The EP
recommended the rapid implementation of the new Constitution, accompanied by a calendar for the adoption of
organic laws and a national charter for the reform of the legal system. The EP stressed that this reform has been
going on for at least three years with significant financial support from the Union, and that its completion should
contribute to Morocco’s development and help consolidate the democratic processes at all levels.
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