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Argentina: Political parties and the EU
Argentina's presidential elections are scheduled for October 2015 and, according to the country's
Constitution, Cristina Fernández de Kirchner is not entitled to run for a third consecutive term. As
regards alternative candidates, the political landscape remains polarised after the primary
elections. Argentina has a multi-party political system; however, election results demonstrate that
it is, in practical terms, bipartisan. The Peronists, represented by the Justicialist Party (PJ), and the
radicals, represented by the Civic Radical Union (UCR), effectively alternate in power. Argentinian
political decision-making is opaque, complex and volatile. Parties play for power in changing
coalitions, splits and mergers, which lead to a constantly changing political landscape of alliances.

Political and Electoral System
The Constitution of Argentina dates back to 1853. It remained in force under the various military regimes,
with the exception of the Peronist constitutional period between 1949 and 1956. Over the years, it has been
subject to a number of amendments, the most important in 1953, and recently in 1994. Argentina is a
federal republic with division of powers. The executive is currently represented by the President,
Cristina Fernández de Kirchner, from the centre-left Peronist faction, Front For Victory (FPV), which belongs
to the Justicialist Party. The President is elected for a four-year term with the possibility of being re-elected
for only one consecutive term. Elections take place in two rounds. To be directly elected in the first round,
the candidate needs to obtain 45% of the votes cast, or 40% and be 11% ahead of the second candidate. The
last presidential election took place on 23 October 2011 and the next is scheduled for 25 October 2015.
Legislative power lies in the bicameral National Congress, composed of a Senate and a Chamber of Deputies,
with 72 and 257 seats respectively. The Senate, (President: Amado Boudou, FPV), is elected by direct vote for
a six-year term, with one third of its Members elected every two years. The Chamber of Deputies, (President:
Julián Dominguez, FPV), is elected every four years under a proportional representation system, with half of
the Members standing for re-election every two years. There are currently 28 women (38.89%) in the
Senate, and 93 women (36.19%) in the Chamber of Deputies. The last legislative elections took place on
27 October 2013 and the next will coincide with the presidential election in October 2015.

Argentina's political parties, factions and alliances
Argentina's political system is considered multi-party, with two main parties and a wide range of small ones,
which frequently split, merge and reorganise, making decision-making volatile, opaque, complex and
polarised. Nonetheless, since 1983 just two parties have managed to get into government (sometimes
alternating). These are: i) the Justicialist Party (PJ, the Peronists) with two main factions: the Front for
Victory (FPV) and the Renewal Front (FR); and ii) the Radical Civic Union (UCR, the radicals). In the course of
the last legislative and presidential elections, a political landscape emerged which includes, inter alia:
 The Front for Victory (FPV) (leader: Cristina Fernández): founded in 2003, and considered a Peronist

faction belonging to the Justicialist Party, on the centre-left. The FPV champions nationalist and pro-labour
policies. The faction gathers followers of Néstor Kirchner and his wife and successor to the Presidency of
Argentina, Cristina Fernández. Mrs Fernández is the first woman ever to be elected to this position and has
run the country since 2007. Faction members are known as the Kirchnerists, and its youth party branch, the
Cámpora, may retain influence post-2015. The candidate for the 2015 elections is Daniel Scioli.
 Civic Radical Union (UCR) (leader: Mario Barletta): created in 1890, is the main centre-left opposition party

to the Peronists. It attracts support from the urban middle classes and defends liberal democratic policies,
principally concentrated in Capital and Córdoba provinces. Historical UCR figures are Bartolomé Mitre,
Leandro Alem and Raúl Alfonsín. Over the years, the party has lost ground to the Justicialist Party. The
party will run a coalition for the 2015 ballot with the PRO and CC parties, led by PRO leader Mauricio Macri.
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 The Renewal Front (FR) (leader: Sergio Massa): established in 2013, is a Peronist faction within the
Justicialist Party opposing the Kirchnerists. Its President, Sergio Massa, was Head of Cabinet during the first
years of Cristina Fernández's government, but is now anti-Kirchnerist. FR's programme proposals focus on,
inter alia, better education, enhanced human development, the fight for independent judges, greater
security and a new fiscal pact. Its candidate for the 2015 elections is Sergio Massa.
 Socialist Party (PS) (Leader: Hermes Binner): founded in 1896, associated with Alfredo Palacios and

Juan B. Boero. The party suffered many splits in the past; however in the 2011 presidential elections, party
leader Hermes Binner took second place with 16.81% of the votes. The PS programme champions the
defence of; inter alia, gender equality, democratic values and citizen's rights.
 Republican Proposal (PRO) (Leader: Mauricio Macri): founded in 2010, the current president is

Mauricio Macri. PRO's programme follows a centre-right ideology. Its voters are mainly concentrated in
Buenos Aires city, where it won the 2007 elections and has since reinforced its position. It has yet to obtain
country-wide support from other provinces. The candidate for the 2015 elections is Mauricio Macri.
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The upcoming 2015 presidential elections
From the political point of view, this year will be key. Argentina's presidential election is scheduled for
25 October and, if necessary, a second round may take place on 22 November 2015. Cristina Fernández
cannot run for a third mandate. Following the primary elections of 9 August 2015, known as PASO, the
presidential race has already begun and the main contenders are clear: (i) Daniel Scioli with 37.24% of votes,
a Peronist candidate from the Front for Victory (FPV), who has been a close ally of Presidents Kirchner and
Fernández, (Fernández supported his candidacy on 19 June 2015). (ii) Mauricio Macri with 31.20% of votes,
Republican Proposal (PRO) centre right leader, and Mayor of Buenos Aires. As Macri's lack of a nationwide
presence may hamper his chances of winning the elections, he agreed a coalition, 'Cambiemos', (with UCR
and CC). (iii) Sergio Massa, with 20.75% of votes, the Renewal Front (FR) centre Peronist candidate, and
former head of Cristina Fernández's cabinet, a young politician with a good reputation as an administrator,
and critical of government economic mismanagement. (iv) Nicolás del Caño with 3.38% of votes, the FIT
(Workers' Left Front) candidate; and (v) Margarita Stolbizer with 3.36% of votes, the progressives' candidate
(a centre-left coalition including the PS, GEN, and Libres del Sur). Some experts suggest that the October
ballot will be polarised between the governing party (Scioli-FPV) and the centre-right opposition party
(Macri-PRO). At this juncture, polls show constant movement.

Argentina and the EU
EU relations with Argentina are streamlined by the bilateral trade framework agreement between Argentina
and the EU, which entered into force in 1990. The agreement includes two key elements: the strengthening
of democracy and human rights, and regional integration. Furthermore, the EU is Argentina's first partner in
cooperation, and second in trade, with a volume of €17.6 billion, accounting for 14.8% of foreign trade
(2013). Currently, relations are governed by the Multiannual indicative regional programme for 2014-2020
with €805 million overall for component 2. The most recent EU-CELAC summit, which has much broader
objectives, and aims to strengthen relations between the EU and the Latin American regions, took place on
10-11 June 2015. On this occasion, a political declaration and action plan were adopted addressing a range
of issues.

The most recent European Parliament resolution on Argentina dates from 12 April 2012 and relates to the
Legal Security of European Investments outside the Union, following the Argentinian decision to expropriate
51% of YPF Hydrocarbons Corporation. The EP deplored the decision, warned about the negative aspects,
regretted the introduction of restrictive trade measures, and called for the use of appropriate dispute
settlement tools. The most recent delegation of EP Members to visit Argentina took place on 2-3 May 2013.
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