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AT A GLANCE
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Forthcoming publications 
Committee Title Publication date

The gender dimension of climate justice Dec 2015

Space markets in Europe Dec 2015

Budgetary transfers: what previous transfers can 
teach us? Jan 2016

Export taxes on raw materials and their limitation 
through FTA Jan 2016

Cohesion in mountainous regions of the European 
Union Jan 2016

Access all Studies, In-depth analyses, Briefings and At a glance notes 
produced by the Policy Departments. 
All publications: www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses

REGI
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DEVE

ITRE

FEMM

contacts
Policy Department A - Economic and 
Scientific Policy 
ECON - ENVI - EMPL - IMCO - ITRE 
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department B - Structural and 
Cohesion Policies
AGRI - CULT - PECH - REGI - TRAN 
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department C - Citizens’ Rights 
and Constitutional Affairs
AFCO - FEMM - JURI - LIBE - PETI 
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department D - Budgetary Affairs
BUDG - CONT 
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department - External Policies
AFET - DEVE - DROI - INTA - SEDE 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

Focus 
Towards a new Global Strategy

Dear Reader,
  

With armed conflict just beyond our borders 
and refugees fleeing across them, the 
European Union faces greater foreign policy 
challenges today than at any other point in 
its history. It is at this crucial moment that 
the EU has decided to elaborate a new global 
strategy.

This is a prime opportunity for Parliament 
to make its voice heard and ensure that its 
priorities will guide the EU’s external relations 
in the years to come.

The Foreign Affairs committee will help guide the work through an own-
initiative report, which is supported by a recently published study of the Policy 
Department ‘Towards a new European security strategy’.  Hearings and other 
activities will further support the reflection process on the new strategy.

Elmar Brok, MEP
Chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs

Forthcoming events

Workshop
17 February  2016 

The new proposal for a 
Common European 
Sales Law 

JURI

Study presentation
11 January  2016 - 17.00 - ASP 3G3

University quality
indicators CULT

supporting analyses

Workshop
26 January  2016 

Commercial 
relationship bewteen 
the EU and China ( MES) 

INTA

Study presentation
28 January  2016   -  16.00 to 17.00

Open Innovation, 
including 3D printing ITRE
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information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent 
the official position of the European Parliament. 

Use of EU funds in partnership with companies outside Member States
Policy Department on Budgetary Affairs August 2015   

Between 2012 and 2014, EU Member States awarded 113,749 contracts, related 
to EU funds, amounting to 116.17 billion EUR. According to a study for CONT 
committee approximately 90% of these contracts (by value) were awarded to 
contract operators within the respective Member State. There were 2,882 cross-
border contracts amounting to approximately 9.14 billion EUR. 

Join the policy departments’ network
Policy Departments provide in-house and external expertise to support EP committees and other parliamentary bodies 
in shaping legislation and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. If you wish to receive this monthly publication, 
please send an email with your contact details to: ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

The data protection regime in China 
Policy Department on Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs October 2015

 One cannot talk of a proper data protection regime in China, at least not as it is 
perceived in the EU.  China has no comprehensive data protection act but several 
relevant sectorial laws that may add up to a data protection ‘cumulative effect’. 
The paper for LIBE committee draws up a list of realistic policy recommendations 
in order to establish whether China’s recent data protection effort is part of a persistent, yet 
concise, policy.

On the road to Paris: issues at stake in view of COP 21
Policy Department on Economic and Scientific Policy November 2015

The eagerly awaited Paris agreement will cover the main topics of mitigation, 
adaptation, finance, technology, capacity building and transparency. The 
study requested by ENVI presents a brief history of  climate negotiations, with 
a focus on the preparations for a legally binding agreement to be finalised in 
Paris in December 2015. The positions of the main parties, negotiating groups and other 
stakeholders are highlighted, as well as the Intended Nationally Determined Contributions 
submitted for it.  

Impact of bigger cars on vulnerable users

The share of Vulnerable Road Users in EU road casualties has recently significantly 
increased. An upcoming study requested by TRAN committee will consider 
whether SUVs are more dangerous than smaller passenger cars in collisions with 
VRUs and whether there are disadvantages to being in a small car in an accident 
with a bigger car. It provides an analysis of necessary technological changes, in order to 
improve the impact of higher or lower weight and volume of cars on road safety.

Policy Department on Structural and Cohesion Policies November 2015

highlights
The invocation of Article 42.7 TEU by France
Policy Department on External Policies December 2015

France invoking article 42.7 after the Paris terrorist attacks is a first which will help 
Paris get solidarity from partners but can indirectly contribute to progress in CSDP 
The analysis compares art 42.7 with similar solidarity clauses and looks into the 
motives behind the French choice. Considering the possible consequences, it 
argues that it may positively impact the debate and development of CSDP and proposes 
elements for European Parliament active role in this context.
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