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Political movements in the West Bank and Gaza
Political movements in the West Bank and Gaza are divided into factions of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO) which accept the Oslo Accords, and non-PLO factions which reject a two state
solution and Israel's right to exist. Fatah and Hamas are the largest Palestinian political movements.

Background
The Palestinian National Authority, or Palestinian Authority (PA), was granted limited rule in the Gaza Strip
and parts of the West Bank in agreements signed in 1994 and 1995, following the Oslo Accords. The
Palestinian Basic Law functions as a quasi-Constitution (attempts to draft a Permanent Constitution were
abandoned). The PA has its own executive, legislative and judicial bodies, with Ramallah as its de facto seat.
The executive branch has a President, currently Mahmoud Abbas (Fatah) and a Prime Minister, presently
Rami Hamdallah. Legislative power is represented by the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC), elected by
Palestinians in the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and Jerusalem. The PLC is a unicameral parliament, consisting
of 132 members, last elected to the PLC in 2006. The formation of a Hamas government led to international
sanctions against the PA, and to subsequent negotiations between the two largest political movements,
Fatah and Hamas, to form a unity government. The unity government formed in February 2007 collapsed
shortly after, in June 2007, when Hamas seized control of the Gaza Strip. This led to dissolution of the
government by the President; appointment of a Fatah-led 'caretaker' government in the West Bank; and
suspension of the PLC. Legislative power in the West Bank is now exercised through decrees issued by the
President under Article 43 of the Basic Law. Hamas members of the PLC in the Gaza Strip convene separate
meetings. A 2014 effort to form a new unity government was abandoned in 2015, following the summer
2014 war between Hamas and Israel in the Gaza Strip.

Political movements and parties
Palestinian political movements and parties can be classified according to: (1) those who advocate a secular
model of governance, against those who support a government based on Islamic norms; and (2) those who
are members of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), and those who are not. The PLO, founded in
1964, with the aim of liberating the Palestinian state, within its 1947 borders, is an umbrella organisation
with a structure including an Executive Committee, a legislature (the Palestinian National Council (PNC)), and
a Central Council. The current Chairman of the Executive Committee is Mahmoud Abbas; who announced his
imminent resignation in September 2015. The Arab Summit of 1974 recognised the PLO as the 'sole
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people'. The PLO held 'permanent observer' status at the United
Nations, until the General Assembly voted to grant Palestine 'Non-Member Observer State' status in 2012.
PLO factions:
Fatah (Harakat al-Tahrir al-Filistiniya, Palestinian Liberation Movement): Leader: Mahmoud Abbas. Seats in
PLC: 45. Fatah is the reverse acronym of the party's name, meaning 'conquest' in Arabic. A secular nationalist
party, and the largest faction within the PLO, it was founded by Yasser Arafat and other members of the
Palestinian diaspora in 1959, to promote the armed struggle to liberate all Palestine from Israeli control, and
was strongly associated with Arafat's ideas until his death in 2004. Since the 1993 Oslo Accords, Fatah has
moderated its stance towards Israel and formally accepted a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. It has been dominant in the PA, with the exception of the period of Hamas rule in 2006-2007. Fatah
is a full member of the Socialist International and an observer to the Party of European Socialists.
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) (Al-Jabha al-Sha‘biyya li-Tahrir Filastin): Leader:
Ahmad Sa’adat. Seats in PLC: 3. A nationalist PLO faction founded in 1967 by members of the Arab
Nationalist Movement and other factions with a Marxist-Leninist ideology. In the 1970s, it was the second
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biggest PLO member after Fatah. In 1993 it condemned the Oslo Accords and did not recognise Israel, but
later adopted a more moderate stance. PFLP is listed as a foreign terrorist organisation by the EU and the
USA. Its leader is in solitary confinement in an Israeli prison.
Palestinian National Initiative (PNI) (Al Mubadara al Wataniyya al Filistiniyya): Leader: Mustafa Barghouti.
Seats in PLC: 2 (as part of the Independent Palestine list).The PNI describes itself as a 'democratic third force'
backing non-violent resistance to occupation, and opposes the dichotomy of 'the corruption of Fatah' or 'the
fundamentalism of Hamas'. The PNI supports peace with Israel based on a two-state solution, independence
for Palestinians in all of the territories under PA control, and the right of return for refugees. It has
consultative party status in the Socialist International.
The Third Way: Leaders: Salam Fayyad and Hanan Ashrawi. Seats in PLC: 2. A small moderate, elitist, centrist
political party founded in 2005, ahead of the 2006 elections, focusing on socioeconomic progress, security
and democracy/rule of law. Its leader, Salam Fayyad, was named Prime Minister in 2007 but resigned in
2013. Its co-founder, Hanan Ashrawi, the first woman to hold a seat in the PLO Executive Committee, served
as the official spokesperson for the Palestinian Delegation to the Middle East Peace Process.
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) (Al-Jabha al-Dimuqratiyya li-Tahrir Filastin): Leader:
Nayef Hawatmeh. A Marxist-Leninist offshoot of the PFLP created in 1968, the DFLP supports armed struggle
and rejects peace negotiations. The DFLP joined forces with the Palestinian People's Party (PPP) and the
Palestine Democratic Union (FIDA) to form the Alternative (Al-Badeel) alliance, which won two seats in the
2006 elections but dissolved soon after. It is listed as a terrorist organisation by the USA.
Palestinian People's Party (PPP) (Hezb al-Sha‘ab): Leader: Bassam el-Salhi. Created in 1982 as the Palestinian
Communist Party, PPP adopted its current name in 1991. It supports a peaceful resolution to the conflict.
Palestinian Democratic Union (FIDA): Leader: Yasser Abed Rabbo. An offshoot of the DFLP, FIDA is a social
democratic reformist movement established in 1990. FIDA advocates democracy, social justice and equality
and socialism, and supports Israeli-Palestinian reconciliation.
Non-PLO factions:
Hamas (Harakat al-Muqawima al-Islamiyya/Movement of Islamic Resistance): Leader: Khaled Meshaal. Seats
in PLC: 74. Founded in 1987 (at the time of the first intifada), Hamas combines Palestinian nationalism and
Islamic fundamentalism. Its roots lie in the Muslim Brotherhood, a religious and political organisation
founded in Egypt. With an active welfare wing, the party's popularity increased in the 1990s, and in the 2006
PLC elections, Hamas ran under the 'Change and Reform' list, winning a 56% majority and over 42% of the
vote. Hamas opposes the Oslo Accords and does not recognise the PLO, the PA or the existence of the state
of Israel. The party aims to establish a Palestinian Islamic state in the area currently covered by Israel, the
West Bank and Gaza. The USA and EU consider Hamas a terrorist group, and there is speculation that it is
financed by Iran and Qatar. The latest major conflicts between Hamas and Israel were in Gaza in July 2014.
Palestine Islamic Jihad – Shaqaqi Faction (PIJ): Leader: Ramadan Abdullah Muhammad Shallah (reportedly
based in Damascus). The largest non-PLO rejectionist group besides Hamas, the PIJ is also an offshoot of the
Muslim Brotherhood; reportedly receives support from Iran; and is inspired by the Iranian revolution. PIJ
aims to liberate all of historic Palestine through armed revolt and the establishment of an Islamic state, and
is a US and EU designated foreign terrorist organisation. The party is a rival movement to Hamas, but unlike
the latter has not participated in elections or formal politics.
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine-General Command (PFLP-GC): Leader: Ahmed Jibril. A militant
offshoot of the PFLP, with a following among Palestinian refugees in Lebanon and Syria. The party has strong
links with the Assad regime and is an EU and US designated terrorist organisation reportedly supported by
Iran. PFLP-GC membership in the PLO was suspended in 1984.
Salafist Militant Groups: A number of small Palestinian Salafist-Jihadi militant groups with possible affinities
with groups such as Al-Qaeda or ISIL/Da'esh are growing in the Gaza Strip, and reportedly include former
Hamas militia commanders.

The EP's Delegation for relations with the Palestinian Legislative Council was created in 1996 to establish
parliamentary relations with the PA in the absence of a formal Palestinian state. The EU is the biggest donor of
financial assistance to the West Bank and Gaza, and has an Interim Association Agreement on trade and
cooperation with the PLO since 1997. On 17 December 2014 the EP adopted Resolution 2014/2964(RSP) on
recognition of Palestine statehood.
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