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Forthcoming publications 
Committee Title Publication date

Delegation of powers of the committees in national 
parliaments Jan 2016

Reducing costs and barriers for businesses in the 
Single Market

Jan 2016

MFF revision: assessment of the use of EU funds for 
migration policies

Feb 2016

WTO - multilateralism after Nairobi Feb 2016

State of play of risk management tools Spring 2016

Access all Studies, In-depth analyses, Briefings and At a glance notes 
produced by the Policy Departments. 
All publications: www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses
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AFCO

contacts
Policy Department A - Economic and 
Scientific Policy 
ECON - ENVI - EMPL - IMCO - ITRE 
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department B - Structural and 
Cohesion Policies
AGRI - CULT - PECH - REGI - TRAN 
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department C - Citizens’ Rights 
and Constitutional Affairs
AFCO - FEMM - JURI - LIBE - PETI 
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department D - Budgetary Affairs
BUDG - CONT 
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department - External Relations
AFET - DEVE - DROI - INTA - SEDE 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

Focus 
Energy storage:  which market designs and regulatory incentives?

Dear Reader,
  

Storage of energy and its easy access 
have always been an important challenge. 
Through recent technological breakthroughs 
and their combination with coherent policies, 
storage could enable better management of 
intermittent energy supply. 

Indeed, energy storage can effectively 
contribute to objectives of the Energy Union 
by increasing the overall EU energy security. 
The study provided by policy department 
A aims to propose market designs and 
regulatory changes which could foster cost 

reduction and further deployment of energy storage technologies. 

The ITRE Committee recently had an opportunity to discuss this topic with the 
author. Given his insightful remarks on technological progress made and his 
concrete policy recommendations I am confident that this study will meet the 
interest of a broad audience. 

Jerzy Buzek, MEP
Chair of Committee on Industry, Research and Energy

Forthcoming events

Workshop
18 February  2016 - 11.00 to 16.30

Evolution of collective 
bargaining in Troika 
programme Member States 

EMPL

Workshop
28 January  2016 - 15.00 to 17.30 - JAN 4Q2

Commercial 
relationship bewteen 
the EU and China ( MES)

INTA

supporting analyses

Workshop
17 February  2016 - 15.00 to 18.30 - ASP 3E2

New rules for digital
contracts

JURI

call For tender

Deadline: 15/02/2016 
IP/A/IMCO/FWC/2015-032
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/tenders/invita-
tions.htm

Framework contract for the provision of 
expertise on policy issues in the fields of 
Internal Market, Digital Single Market, 
Public Procurement, Customs Union 
and consumer Policy.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/tenders/invitations.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/tenders/invitations.htm
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Comparison of the EU service offers for the TTIP and TISA
Policy Department on External Relations 

 
December 2015   

As far as the services are concerned, the EU follows in the TTIP and TISA 
negotiations a similar approach and the points of difference are minor. In both 
cases, the EU applies the same listing approach to market access and national 
treatment; the rules governing market access and national treatment are also 
similar. However, although the service provisions in TiSA and TTIP are very similar, it seems 
that the level of trade liberalization is higher is TiSA. 

Join the policy departments’ network
Policy Departments provide in-house and external expertise to support EP committees and other parliamentary bodies 
in shaping legislation and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. If you wish to receive this monthly publication, 
please send an email with your contact details to: ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

Results and efficiency of EU railway infrastructure financing
Policy Department on Budgetary Affairs October 2015

 Railway policy and fostering railway infrastructure has been a prominent issue 
of European transport policy. The study requested by CONT committee analyses 
the results, efficiency and effectiveness of the EU investment in rail infrastructure 
with a focus on cross border projects. Pointing to reasons for a moderate success 
of EU railway policy it investigates case studies with a focus on effectiveness of funding and 
success of removing bottlenecks to improve attractiveness of the railway mode.

Sustainability in the sardine fisheries sector
Policy Department on Structural and Cohesion Policies November 2015

For the first time, a study will consider the three pillars of sustainability (resources, 
social and economic) of the sardine fisheries. Prepared at the request of the 
PECH committee, the research work describes fisheries, stock status, ICES advice 
and management measures for the Northern and Southern sardine stocks in 
EU Atlantic waters. Information on sardine biology and ecology is provided for a better 
understanding of stock development. 

The gender dimension of climate justice

The gender dimension of climate change has been introduced into international 
climate negotiations but has not yet been included in binding agreements at 
UN or EU level. The analysis for FEMM committee looks at the effects of climate 
change on women and to what extent this gender dimension has been included 
in policy making at UN and EU level. Recommendations are provided. There is agreement 
that more women should participate in decision-making on mitigation measures but little 
has been achieved in practice.

Policy Department on Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs December 2015

highlights
Energy storage: market designs and regulatory incentives
Policy Department on Economic and Scientific Policy        August 2015

New technologies for storing energy may enhance flexibility and help in achieving 
the objectives of the Energy Union. This study for ITRE committee analyses the 
current status and potential of energy storage in the European Union. It aims 
at suggesting what market designs and regulatory changes could foster further 
cost reduction and further deployment of energy storage technologies to provide services 
supporting the Energy Union strategy.
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