
At a glance 
What Think Tanks are thinking 
8 January 2016 

 

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service  
Author: Marcin Grajewski, Strategy and Coordination Unit         PE 572.265 

 
  

 The EU and Africa 
 

Relations between Africa and the European Union are governed by partially overlapping policy frameworks. The 
most important ones are the EU-ACP Cotonou Agreement from 2000 and the Joint Africa-EU Strategy  (JAES) 
agreed in 2007. These agreements include political, economic and development dimensions. Relations with 
Northern African countries are governed by the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (EUROMED) launched in 2008. 
 
The EU aims to promote peace and security in Africa and engages with the African Union (AU) in various policy 
dialogues, including on democracy and human rights. The EU is the biggest aid donor to Africa. Its development 
cooperation with Africa is channelled through different financial instruments, of which the European 
Development Fund is the most important. The EU has also concluded negotiations for Economic Partnership 
Agreements with several African regions. The EU has also been engaged in peace-keeping operations on the 
continent. 
 
This note offers links to a series of recent studies on Africa-EU relations and related issues from major 
international think tanks and research institutes. It focuses mostly on sub-Saharan Africa, as EU relations with 
Northern Africa and EU development policy were covered in previous editions 'What think tanks are thinking', 
published in July and September respectively.    
 
The EU as a security actor in Africa 
Clingendael, January 2016 
 
A bond or a knot between Europe and Africa? 
European Centre for Development Policy Management, November 2015 
 
Making migration beneficial to Europe and Africa 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, November 2015 
 
The EU and Africa: Valletta and Beyond 
European Political Strategy Centre, November 2015 
 
The EU and Africa: Regionalism and inter-regionalism beyond Institutions 
Istituto Affari Internazionali, November 2015 
 
Europe, Africa, and the Transatlantic: The North–South challenge for development-friendly trade policy 
Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, October 2015 
 
The European Union's regionalism diplomacy in Africa: An English school approach 
College of Europe, UN University Institute on Comparative Regional Integration Studies, October 2015 
 
Monitoring de la stabilité régionale dans le bassin sahélien et en Afrique de l’Ouest 
Groupe de Recherche et d’Information sur la Paix et la Sécurité, October 2015 
 
Getting Africa right 
European Union Institute for Security Studies, October 2015 

http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/the-cotonou-agreement-signed-in-cotonou-on-23-june-2000-revised-in-luxembourg-on-25-june-2005-revised-in-ouagadougou-on-22-june-2010-and-multiannual-financial-framework-2014-20-pbMN3012634/
http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/sites/default/files/documents/eas2007_joint_strategy_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/euromed/index_en.htm
http://www.au.int/
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/funding/funding-instruments-programming/funding-instruments/european-development-fund_en
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/funding/funding-instruments-programming/funding-instruments/european-development-fund_en
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/development/economic-partnerships/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/development/economic-partnerships/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2015/566724/EPRS_ATA(2015)566724_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2015/566724/EPRS_ATA(2015)566724_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2015/566728/EPRS_ATA(2015)566728_EN.pdf
http://www.clingendael.nl/sites/default/files/EU_as_a_security_actor_in%20Africa_In-depth_study_Clingendael_Monitor_2016.pdf
http://ecdpm.org/talking-points/valletta-summit-europe-africa-migration-part-one/
http://ecdpm.org/wp-content/uploads/Migration_Europe_Africa_2015_ECDPM_FES_SALO_Addis_Ababa.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/epsc/pdf/publications/strategic_note_issue_8.pdf
http://www.iai.it/sites/default/files/af_wp_26.pdf
https://www.boell.de/sites/default/files/web_151022_e-paper_europe_africa_transatlantic.pdf
http://www.cris.unu.edu/fileadmin/workingpapers/BRIGG_papers/BRIGG_2_2015_Staeger.pdf
http://www.grip.org/sites/grip.org/files/NOTES_ANALYSE/2015/NA_2015-10-08_FR_C-LAMBOLEZ.pdf
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Alert_43_Africa_economy.pdf
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The future of ACP-EU relations: Progress report on a political economy analysis 
European Centre for Development Policy Management, October 2015 
 
L’aide au développement de l’UE en Afrique 
Nouvelle Europe, July 2015 
 
Europe’s Return to UN Peacekeeping in Africa? Lessons from Mali 
International Peace Institute, July 2015 
 
Blood timber: How Europe played a significant role in funding war in the Central African Republic 
Global Witness, July 2015 
 
The status of electoral integrity in Africa 
Hanns Seidel Stiftung, June 2015 
 
EUFOR RCA: tough start, smooth end 
European Union Institute for Security Studies, March 2015 
 
À l'aube de l'ère de l'après-OMD ? 
European Centre for Development Policy Management, January 2015 
 
First strategic and technical meeting on the operationalization of the Africa-EU roadmap's 2014-2017 
governance priority 
European Centre for Development Policy Management, Africa Governance Institute, January 2015 
 
EU-Africa relations after the fourth summit: Finding common ground 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, January 2015 
 
Riding or reaping the whirlwind? An account of the EU's engagement with insecurity in Northern Nigeria 
College of Europe, November 2015 
 
Negotiating mega-agreements : Lessons from the EU 
European University Institute, December 2014 
 
How does Africa speak with one voice?  
European Centre for Development Policy Management, November 2014 
 
La politique africaine de la France sous François Hollande, renouvellement et impensé stratégique 
Institut français des relations internationales, November 2014 
 
The EU and South Africa: Towards a new partnership for development 
FRIDE, Egmont, July 2014 
 
EU and sub-Saharan Africa: An energy partnership? 
European Union Institute for Security Studies May 2014 
 
The EU-Africa Partnership: Defining the vision 
Chatham House, March 2014 
 
Moving beyond a donor-recipient relationship?  Assessing partnership in the joint Africa-EU strategy 
Freie Universität Berlin, February 2014 
 
Return to the future: France's new flirtation with afro-realism 
Polish Institute of International Affairs, January 2014 

http://ecdpm.org/wp-content/uploads/Political_Economy_Analysis_ACP_EU_Cotonou_ECDPM_20152.pdf
http://www.nouvelle-europe.eu/l-aide-au-developpement-de-l-ue-en-afrique
http://www.ipinst.org/2015/07/europes-return-to-un-peacekeeping-in-africa-lessons-from-mali
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/bloodtimber/
http://www.hss.de/fileadmin/suedafrika/downloads/Final_African_Electoral_Integrity_Ranking.pdf
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Alert_17_EUFOR_RCA.pdf
http://ecdpm.org/wp-content/uploads/Enjeux-relations-Afrique-UE-2015.pdf
http://ecdpm.org/wp-content/uploads/Final-Report-Pretoria-Meeting-17-dec-2014-1.pdf
http://ecdpm.org/wp-content/uploads/Final-Report-Pretoria-Meeting-17-dec-2014-1.pdf
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/iez/11159-20150123.pdf
https://www.coleurope.eu/research-paper/riding-or-reaping-whirlwind-account-eus-engagement-insecurity-northern-nigeria
http://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/33776
http://ecdpm.org/wp-content/uploads/How-Does-Africa-Speak-One-Voice-ECDPM-2014-Ramsamy-Briefing-Note-74.pdf
http://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/quenot_suarez_leboeuf_politique_africaine_de_la_france.pdf
http://fride.org/download/PB11_The_EU_and_South_Africa.pdf
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Brief_5_energy_in_SSA.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/home/chatham/public_html/sites/default/files/20140324EUAfricaWestcott.pdf
http://userpage.fu-berlin.de/kfgeu/kfgwp/wpseries/WorkingPaperKFG_63.pdf
http://www.pism.pl/files/?id_plik=16164

