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Forthcoming publications 
Committee Title Publication date

Education evaluation at European level March 2016

Reforming EU telecoms rules to create a Digital 
Union

March 2016

The future of EU defence research March 2016

New financial instruments and the role of national 
promotional banks April 2016

Assessment of the EC proposals on a European 
Border and Coast Guard April 2016

Access all Studies, In-depth analyses, Briefings and At a glance notes 
produced by the Policy Departments. 
All publications: www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses
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contacts
Policy Department for Economic, 
Scientific and Quality of Life Policies
ECON - EMPL - ENVI - ITRE - IMCO
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for Structural 
and Cohesion Policies
TRAN - REGI - AGRI - PECH - CULT
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights 
and Constitutional Affairs
JURI - LIBE - AFCO - FEMM - PETI 
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs
BUDG - CONT 
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for External Relations
AFET - DROI - SEDE - DEVE - INTA 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

Focus 
Simplification in Cohesion Policy 

Dear Reader,

Two years after the adoption of the legislative 
package 2014-2020, simplification of rules 
governing cohesion policy remains a necessity 
to ensure the policy’s success, its contribution 
to Europe 2020, and to bring it closer to citizens. 
Complex procedures place significant burden 
on beneficiaries. I would like also to stress 
the need for flexibility in combining different 
forms of funding to achieve better synergy and 
results.

In the workshop organised by the Policy 
Department supporting the work of REGI, experts will address concepts of 
simplified cost options, e-cohesion and audit. First evidence collected in 
Member States will also be presented.

I am confident that this workshop will be a useful contribution to the ongoing 
reflections on this important matter.
Workshop: Simplification in Cohesion Policy, 16.03.16, 15.00-16.30, ASP 1G3.

Iskra Mihaylova, MEP
Chair of the Committee on Regional Development

Forthcoming events

Workshop
7 April  2016 - 09.00 to 12.30

The impact of border 
controls within Schengen 
on the Single Market

IMCO

Workshop
14 March  2016 - 15.00 to 17.30 - PHS 3C50

Effects of structural 
changes on EU farming AGRI

supporting analyses

Workshop
17 March  2016 - 10.00 to 12.30 - PHS 4B1

Bringing EU-Turkey 
trade & investment 
relations up to date?

INTA

Workshop
April  2016 

The future of company law JURI
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Labour market integration of refugees: European networks
Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies  

 
February 2016   

Apart from the Council of Refugees and Exiles (ecre) focusing on human rights, 
there exists a variety of European networks and platforms in the broader field 
of migration. The briefing note on European networks and platforms to support 
labour market integration of refugees has been prepared by Policy Department 
A for the EMPL Committee. It gives an overview of relevant networks in the field of migration 
and refugees and presents recommendations from research on enhancing their effectiveness.

Join the policy departments’ network
Policy Departments provide in-house and external expertise to support EP committees and other parliamentary bodies 
in shaping legislation and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. If you wish to receive this monthly publication, 
please send an email with your contact details to: ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

US oil and gas exports - a game changer for the EU?
Policy Department for External Relations February 2016

The US has just lifted its oil export ban and may do the same for gas. Potential US 
energy exports are significant but will not impact on EU energy security in the 
short term. Oil and gas prices are falling because of the glut on world markets. 
US oil exports could cause prices to fall further. US gas could supply the EU if the 
export ban is lifted or under a TTIP deal but lack of infrastructure and higher prices in Asia 
make Asia a likelier destination.

Article 51 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights
Policy Department  for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs February 2016

The Charter of Fundamental Rights proclaims rights and principles to protect 
EU citizens, but its application is limited by its Article 51 and by its current 
interpretation. The study requested by PETI examines the CJEU jurisprudence 
on the Charter and its Article 51 in relation to national implementing measures 
raising fundamental rights concerns, the implications for petitions and advocates for a more 
courageous approach to be taken at EU political and CJEU level.

Assessment of Horizon 2020 programme

The paper assesses the first 2 years of Horizon 2020 programme, taking into 
account the initial frontloading, the evolution and the new priorities after the 
2013 agreement. The study prepared for BUDG committee includes a short 
description of the Horizon 2020 programme and its progress, discusses its 
budgetary implementation and performance to date and implications of EFSI-related cuts, 
as well as provides conclusions through an overall appraisal of the programme.

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs January 2016

highlights
Sustainable tourism development
Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies       November 2015

This report explores sustainable development in EU tourism and concludes that 
there is a lack of up-to-date data for both the environmental and social effects of 
tourism. Most sustainable tourism initiatives depend on public funding. Tourism, 
environmental and transport policies in the EU need to integrate better to 
create sustainable development. The report concludes with general recommendations for 
sustainable development, improving impact evaluations tourism at the EU scale.
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