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The anti-tax avoidance package and
other EU and international developments:

Scrutiny and democratic control by national parliaments

Background

The European Parliament's Special Committee on Tax Rulings and Other Measures
Similar in Nature or Effect (TAXE 2) is holding a meeting with EU national parliaments to
go over the recently proposed Anti-Tax Avoidance Package, with particular focus on
scrutiny and democratic control by national parliaments.

Members of the European Parliament and other EU institutional representatives will have
the opportunity to discuss these issues together with members of EU national parliaments.

The meeting will be held on 18 April 2016.
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Publications

 - February 2016Spurring transparency, coordination and convergence to corporate tax policies in the EU

This publication brings together four papers which look at, amongst others: the key features of aggressive tax
planning mechanisms and measures used by multinationals with the aim of minimising corporate tax payments; the
role and functioning of certain EU groups and working parties in the area of corporate taxation; key challenges for EU
tax policy makers as they move towards a more transparent and coordinated tax environment; and the extent to
which current national legal frameworks allow for effective action against aggressive corporate tax arrangements.

 - February 2016Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect

The papers included in this publication give an overview of tax governance issues. Topics dealt with include: the
features of tax rulings in general and of tax rulings practices in particular Member States; challenges faced by EU tax
policy makers in a more transparent tax environment and enhanced automatic exchange of (tax) information; options
for reform available to counter profit shifting and tax base erosion; the role of state aid rules; and the economic
implications for the EU of a wide adoption of the OECD’s action plan on base erosion and profit shifting (BEPS).
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The anti-tax avoidance package - scrutiny and democratic control

 - July 2014How do Member States handle contributions to the EU budget in their national budgets?

The current handling of the funding of the EU budget at Member State level is characterised by complex
rules and procedures. This study reviews the various ways in which the Member States of the European
Union handle the collection of revenues for the EU budget. It finds a substantial diversity in these
practices among the Member States and calls for a full harmonisation of the accounting procedures. It
also gives some options for transforming the Gross National Income resource into a genuine resource
for the EU and assesses the potential of a real VAT resource.

 - March 2014EU budget and national budgets: facts, figures and impact

These notes present investigations on the relations between national budgets and the European budget:
How are the EU level and the national levels interlinked? How are other forms of multi-level governance
of public expenditure, such as the US or Canada, organised and can they be compared to the EU?
What is the impact of the main investment tools of the EU budget? This publication gives a
comprehensive overview of the multi-level governance of public finance in the EU and assesses the
impact of the main investment tools of the EU budget, amongst others.

 - June 2013From shadow to formal economy: Levelling the playing field in the Single Market

The shadow economy represents a threat to the Single Market, leads to substantial budgetary
difficulties, puts considerable pressure on legitimate businesses, and in long run, limits the potential
growth of the formal economy. This study looks at the issues of shadow economy and tax gaps and the
economic impact of curbing the shadow economy and levelling the playing field in the Single Market,
amongst others. It also gives recommendations to reduce the size of the shadow economy, potentially
generating up to EUR 285 billion in additional revenues annually.

 - April 2013European initiatives on eliminating tax havens and offshore financial transactions

This study assesses the impact of tax havens, secrecy jurisdiction, and similar structures on the
European Union, and what the EU and other international organisations are doing to address it. It
concludes that the availability of these structures constrains the EU budget and undermines the fiscal
recovery of Member States. It also gives a series of recommendations, including the development of
objectively verifiable criteria to identify high risk jurisdictions, combined with mandatory country by
country reporting by multinational companies operating in the EU.
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www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets

Policy Departments

There are five policy departments within the European Parliament's DGs for
Internal Policies and for External Policies. They are responsible for providing
both in-house and external high-level independent expertise, analysis and
policy advice at the request of committees and other parliamentary bodies.
Their expertise covers all areas of activity of Parliament. They are closely
involved in the work of the committees, which they support in shaping
legislation on and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. Policy departments
deliver policy analysis in a wide variety of formats, ranging from studies and in-depth
analyses to briefings and the Fact Sheets on the EU. This written output serves a variety of
purposes by feeding directly into the legislative work of a specific committee or serving as
a briefing for delegations of members.
 
Policy departments also organise events, including workshops and expert panels, which
enhance Parliament’s analytical capacity and develop common approaches to current
political issues.
 
www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses
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