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Forthcoming publications 
Committee Title Publication date

Implementation of the ambient air quality directive April 2016

New stakes for EU and Eastern Partnership on gas 
markets and supply routes

May 2016

Programmes implementing the 2015-2020 rural 
development policy 

June 2016

Value for money: EU funding in the field of democracy 
and rule of law June 2016

Freedom of movement June 2016

Access all Studies, In-depth analyses, Briefings and At a glance notes 
produced by the Policy Departments. 
All publications: www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses
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contacts
Policy Department for Economic, 
Scientific and Quality of Life Policies
ECON - EMPL - ENVI - ITRE - IMCO
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for Structural 
and Cohesion Policies
TRAN - REGI - AGRI - PECH - CULT
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights 
and Constitutional Affairs
JURI - LIBE - AFCO - FEMM - PETI 
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs
BUDG - CONT 
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for External Relations
AFET - DROI - SEDE - DEVE - INTA 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

Focus 
Fundamental Rights and Petitions 

Dear Reader,

I am happy to present to you the latest study 
published by the Policy Department upon 
request of my committee on the issue of the 
Charter on Fundamental Rights, whose aim is 
that of allowing a better analysis of the petitions 
tabled by citizens raising fundamental rights 
concerns. 

The PETI committee has progressively 
increased its requests and use of the expertise 
of the Policy Departments, to examine petitions 
through studies and workshops, fact finding 

visits and hearings. Studies provide MEPs with extremely useful information 
and recommendations on the wide range of issues raised by petitioners in 
relation to Member States and EU policies in all areas of EU activity. I believe 
that this good and fruitful cooperation is useful for all of us, as well as for the EP 
as a whole. 

Cecilia Wikström, MEP, 
Chair of the Committee on Petitions

 

Forthcoming events

Study presentation
26 April  2016  - 15.00 to  16.00 - JAN 6Q2

The role of the CAP in 
creating rural jobs

AGRI

Workshop
20 April  2016 - 10.30 to 12.30 - ASP 1G3

Human rights in North 
Korea: accountability
 vs. engagement 

DROI

supporting analyses

Study presentation
21 April 2016 - 17.00 to 18.30 

Cost of non-Schengen IMCO

Workshop
14 June  2016 

The future of company law JURI

PETI
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the official position of the European Parliament. 

Cohesion in mountainous regions of the EU
Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies   

 
February 2016   

Mountain areas are too diverse to elaborate an integrated European strategy.  The 
study for REGI Committee argues, however, that a framework for development 
strategies in mountain areas can be developed taking into account the specific 
challenges. Cohesion policy could use such a framework to better address 
specific potentials, opportunities and challenges of mountainous regions.

Join the policy departments’ network
Policy Departments provide in-house and external expertise to support EP committees and other parliamentary bodies 
in shaping legislation and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. If you wish to receive this monthly publication, 
please send an email with your contact details to: ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

Industry 4.0
Pollcy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies February 2016

Industry 4.0 describes the organisation of production processes based on 
technology and devices autonomously communicating with each other along 
the value chain. The study requested by the ITRE committee looks into the  
potential of the Industry 4.0 initiative and the business paradigm changes and 
impacts of this transformation. It assesses the rationale for public intervention and outlines 
measures that could be adopted to increase the gains and limit the threats from Industry 4.0.

Assessment of Connecting Europe Facility
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs January 2016

The paper assesses the first two years of Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), taking 
into account its initial backloading in 2014-2015 as per 2013 agreement on 
the MFF 2014-2020. The in-depth analysis for BUDG Committee describes also 
the evolution and the new priorities since the MFF agreement, provides key 
information on the CEF, summarises the programme’s performance to date, discusses the 
budget cuts, and presents conclusions on the basis of the assessment.

Market economy status for China after 2016?

A change in China’s market economy status will have significant legal, economic 
and political implications for the EU. Some provisions of China’s Protocol of 
Accession to the WTO expire in December 2016, leaving uncertainty as to how 
China should be treated in antidumping investigations thereafter. Views differ 
on the legal interpretation of the Protocol and the economic consequences of a change in 
China’s status.

Policy Department for External Relations March 2016

highlights
Article 51 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights
Policy Department  for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs       February 2016

The Commission and the Court of Justice of the EU have adopted a restrictive 
approach to the applicability of the EU Charter - which is challenged by 
petitioners and PETI. The study for PETI Committee examines the progressively 
stricter interpretation of the CJ in relation to fundamental rights and the Charter, 
which has an impact on the Commission approach to petitions alleging violations of the 
implementing measures by Member States. It concludes that a more courageous approach 
is needed.
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