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TTIP and jobs May 2016

EU and EFTA states’ ability to conclude FTAs and 
their impact

May 2016

Potential and challenges of E-voting in the EU June 2016

Markets of fisheries and aquaculture products June 2016

How EU and Member States manage data 
transparency and accessibility of EU funds July 2016

Access all Studies, In-depth analyses, Briefings and At a glance notes 
produced by the Policy Departments. 
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Focus 
Preparations in view of the mid-term review of the MFF 2014-2020 

Dear Reader,
The Committee on Budgets is busy preparing 
for the mid-term review/revision of the Multi-
annual Financial Framework (MFF) for 2014-
2020. During the first years of the MFF period, 
the EU budget has been under significant 
pressure due to the economic, refugee, 
migration and security situations, resulting in 
an exceptional use of flexibility provisions.

The committee’s preparatory work has 
consisted of debating a working document 
and participating in monitoring groups and 
hearings to discuss key issues such as prospects 

for the remaining period, migration and external policies. Policy Department D 
for Budgetary Affairs has supported the Committee’s work by providing in-house 
and external expertise on issues varying from specific flexibility provisions to 
key programmes such as Horizon 2020.

The Committee on Budgets’ preparatory work will culminate in a strategic own-
initiative report to be voted in the July plenary. The Commission will present 
its review of the functioning of the MFF before the end of 2016, after which, 
negotiations with the Council will begin.

Jean Arthuis, MEP
Chair of the Committee on Budgets
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European Border and Coast Guard
Policy Department  for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs March 2016   

Failure to adequately guard the external borders and manage refugee flows has 
resulted in the reinstatement of controls at the internal borders of a number 
of Member States. The study for LIBE charts the key changes proposed by the 
Commission and the essential challenges they pose. While the basic premise of 
external border management remains the same - Member States retain executive powers 
- shared responsibility is not matched with shared accountability, increasing fundamental 
rights concerns.

Join the policy departments’ network
Policy Departments provide in-house and external expertise to support EP committees and other parliamentary bodies 
in shaping legislation and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. If you wish to receive this monthly publication, 
please send an email with your contact details to: ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

Self-piloted cars: the future of road transport?
Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies   March 2016

The EU is giving increasing attention to automated and connected vehicles 
as they could have huge impacts on road safety, travel behaviour and urban 
development. The study for TRAN Committee provides an analysis of the 
development of automated vehicles, including both the technologies which are 
already on the market and those under testing and research. It reports on state of the art key 
research projects and large scale testing in this area and discusses future pathways.

EU Policy Coherence for Development
Policy Department for External Relations March 2016

EU tools for Policy Coherence for Development (PCD) have been enhanced over 
recent years, but more progress is needed, not least in view of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. The workshop publication summarises different views  
from practitioners and researchers about the EU’s progress in ensuring policy 
coherence for development. Most experts agree that high level political engagement is 
needed to achieve more results.

Reducing costs and barriers for Single Market businesses

Reducing business costs and regulatory and market barriers is necessary to 
complete the Single Market but monitoring of barriers and costs in the EU 
is piecemeal. The study prepared for IMCO finds that quantification and clear 
identification of barriers and costs is lacking, which makes prioritisation of policy 
actions difficult. Resulting costs of slow reform process and vague initiatives with uncertain 
time horizons in the area of e-commerce alone amount to €748 billion.

Pollcy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies February 2016

highlights
Mid-term review/revision of the MFF 2014-2020
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs       February 2016

The aim of the note is to briefly present the state of play with the MFF review/
revision and the key issues being discussed in the EP Committee on Budgets. 
The note gives background information on the Multiannual Financial Framework 
(MFF) and presents the state of play of the preparations in the European 
Parliament’s (EP) Committee on Budgets and the planned actions for the coming months in 
relation to the mid-term review/revision of the MFF 2014-2020.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/556934/IPOL_STU(2016)556934_EN.pdf
mailto:ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/573434/IPOL_STU(2016)573434_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/535022/EXPO_STU(2016)535022_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/578966/IPOL_STU(2016)578966_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/572679/IPOL_BRI(2016)572679_EN.pdf

