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EU continues to assist Tunisia's transition
The launch of negotiations on a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA) is a key
element in the EU's commitment to supporting democratic consolidation in Tunisia. The
commitment is particularly important now, at a time when Tunisia is facing a politically and
economically difficult period. The proposed legislation aimed at offering temporary exceptional
access for Tunisian olive oil to the EU market is also to be viewed in this context. Both topics are the
subject of a joint debate in plenary in February.

Increasing instability hampers Tunisia's recovery
Five years after the Arab Spring and following the terrorist attacks of 2015, Tunisia, greatly affected by
instability in the surrounding regions, currently faces serious political, security and economic challenges. The
risk of terrorist attacks persists, tourism (tourism and related sectors account for 15% of Tunisia's GNP) has
significantly dropped, the unemployment rate continues to be high (15.3% in 2014), and regional disparities
within the country aggravate the situation.
Since 2011, Tunisia has received substantial political, financial and technical assistance from the EU. Stronger
trade relations with the EU could benefit the Tunisian economy. This in turn might help Tunisia to overcome
the major challenges it faces.

Economic development contributes to political stability
Following the inaugural cooperation agreement of 1969, Tunisia was the first Mediterranean country to sign
an Association Agreement with the EU in 1995, and the first to have a free trade area for industrial goods,
completed in 2008. In the past 20 years, bilateral trade has more than doubled, while Tunisian exports to the
EU have almost tripled. In 2014, total trade in goods amounted to roughly €20 billion.
A DCFTA wider in scope than the Association Agreement
In December 2011, the Council authorised the Commission to initiate negotiations with Tunisia for a deep
and comprehensive free trade area. Following the Council conclusions of 20 July 2015, negotiations were
launched in October 2015. The DCFTA aims to deepen cooperation in areas such as trade in services and
investment protection, allowing the possible gradual and deeper integration of Tunisia's economy into the
EU market. This would, for instance, amplify growth and employment and support economic reforms in
Tunisia. The EU is ready to take a progressive and asymmetrical approach to negotiations, and it will provide
support in the negotiation process and in the implementation of the agreement. On 16 February 2016, the
EP Committee on International Trade (INTA) adopted a motion for a resolution on the opening of
negotiations (drafted by Marielle de Sarnez, ALDE, France, and Bernd Lange, S&D, Germany).
Additional quota for Tunisian olive oil – a concrete example of EU support
As with the DCFTA, solidarity is also the guiding principle behind the Commission's legislative proposal
adopted in September 2015 offering an additional annual duty-free quota for Tunisian olive oil exports to the
EU, of 35 000 tonnes for two years. The Council conclusions of 20 July 2015 already included 'the option of
taking exceptional measures to support the Tunisian economy'. Olive oil is Tunisia's main agricultural export
to the EU. Therefore, this targeted measure is likely to benefit the Tunisian economy and people. This is
recognised in the International Trade Committee's report (rapporteur Marielle de Sarnez, ALDE, France),
which also recommends that the Commission carries out a mid-term impact assessment, and, if necessary,
takes corrective measures to rectify any imbalance of the EU market. In its opinion (rapporteur Clara Eugenia
Aguilera García, S&D, Spain) of 12 January 2016, the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
stressed the 'exceptional and emergency nature of this measure'.
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