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Forthcoming publications 
Committee Title Publication date

Public sector reform: how the EU budget is used to 
encourage it Sep 2016

FTAs: real impact of standards and regulations Sep 2016

Obstacles to free movement and residence for EU 
citizens and families 

Sep 2016

Technical assistance at the initiative of the European 
Commission Sep 2016

Boosting building renovation: what potential and 
value for Europe?

Oct 2016

Access all Studies, In-depth analyses, Briefings and At a glance notes 
produced by the Policy Departments. 
All publications: www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses
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Policy Department for Economic, 
Scientific and Quality of Life Policies
ECON - EMPL - ENVI - ITRE - IMCO
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for Structural 
and Cohesion Policies
TRAN - REGI - AGRI - PECH - CULT
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights 
and Constitutional Affairs
JURI - LIBE - AFCO - FEMM - PETI 
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs
BUDG - CONT 
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for External Relations
AFET - DROI - SEDE - DEVE - INTA 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

Focus 
Erasmus+, Creative Europe and Europe for Citizens

Dear Reader,

The Union’s multiannual programmes 
underwent extensive revisions for 
the programming period 2014-2020, 
among them Erasmus+, Creative 
Europe and Europe for Citizens.

Given the co-legislative and scrutiny 
powers conferred on the EP by the 
Treaty of Lisbon, for the first time 
the CULT Committee is drawing 
up implementation reports of the 

multiannual programmes with a view to the mid-term evaluation that the 
European Commission is carrying on in 2017.

The Policy Department supports the Committee’s work in this area by 
providing studies on the implementation of the programmes. These are 
based on an analysis of the views by national bodies in charge of the 
implementation (e.g. National Agencies) and bodies supporting applicants 
at national levels (e.g. Creative Europe Desks).

Silvia Costa, MEP 
Chair of the Committee on Culture and Education
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Competition in the food retail sector
 Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies  

 
 May 2016   

The food retail sector is a field of concern for all citizens. The level of prices, the 
selection of food products available in shops and supermarkets influence the 
way we eat. The workshop organised at the request of the ECON committee 
investigated the following questions: Is competition working effectively? 
How does the market structure look like? How do prices develop from the producer to the 
shop? What are the consequences of mergers in the sector? Is there any need for political 
intervention?

Join the policy departments’ network
Policy Departments provide in-house and external expertise to support EP committees and other parliamentary bodies 
in shaping legislation and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. If you wish to receive this monthly publication, 
please send an email with your contact details to: ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

Good governance in EU external relations
 Policy Department for External Relations July 2016

Support for governance reforms has gained prominence in the EU’s external 
relations but the EU’s engagement has come under considerable pressure in 
recent years. Research shows that governance aid can make a difference if it is 
well targeted and consistently applied. The empirical analysis of EU aid spending 
finds that governance support has grown, but the focus is more on effective institutions and 
processes, and less on democratic institutions, including parliaments.  

Schengen border controls
Policy Department  for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs June 2016

The refugee crisis has shown the limits of European migration, border and asylum 
policies and placed their foundations under strain. This LIBE study assesses the 
Schengen governance framework in the wake of successive temporary internal 
border controls introduced by Member States in 2015/2016. Controls have 
- at least formally - been legally compliant and Schengen is alive and well, though better 
monitoring and democratic accountability are needed.

How EU and MS manage data transparency 

The objective of this study for CONT committee is to identify factors that impact 
on transparency and accessibility in the EU and its Member States.  Case studies 
with reference to shared management have been carried out in Belgium, Finland, 
France, Germany, Italy and Poland. A variety of funds in direct and indirect 
management as well as the European Development Fund are also part of the research. 

 Policy Department for Budgetary  Affairs    June 2016

highlights
Europe for Citizens: new programme implementation 
Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies         July 2016

The present study is intended to research first experiences with the 
implementation of the Europe for Citizens (EfC) programme 2014–2020. The 
study provides an overview of the current implementation of the programme 
and aims to contribute to an understanding of what works well in the present 
iteration of the EfC programme and what are the main areas of concern for applicants and 
beneficiaries. 
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