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New Members of the European Court of Auditors
In 2016, the terms of ten out of the 28 Members of the European Court of Auditors comes to an
end. Five candidates among six nominees for the current renewal are new faces. After their
presentation at a meeting of the Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT) and the subsequent vote
on each candidature, it is up to the European Parliament's plenary to decide which of the
candidates to recommend to the Council as suitable to be appointed.

Court of Auditors
The role and composition of the Court are defined by the Treaties (TFEU, Articles 285-287). The main mission
of the Court is to carry out the European Union's audit. It also examines the accounts of revenue and
expenditure of all bodies, offices or agencies set up by the Union.
The Court consists of one national from each Member State. The members are appointed for a six-year term
by the Council, after consulting the European Parliament (EP), and their mandate is renewable. The
prospective members of the Court are chosen from among persons who belong or have belonged in their
respective Member States to external audit bodies or who are especially qualified for this office. Their
independence must be beyond doubt.
The Members of the Court elect a president from among themselves for a three-year term. This post is
currently held by the Portuguese Member, Vítor Manuel da Silva Caldeira. His third term will end in January
2017.
The organisation of the Court, as well as its operational procedures, is set out in its Rules of Procedure. There
are five chambers: I – Preservation and management of natural resources; II – Structural policies, transport
and energy; III – External actions; IV – Revenue, research and internal policies, and European Union's
institutions and bodies; V – Coordination, evaluation, assurance and development. Each of them is presided
by a dean, elected by the members of that chamber for a period of two years.

Role of the European Parliament
Candidates nominated by individual Member States make a statement before the CONT Committee and
answer questions put by MEPs. The Committee votes on each nomination separately by secret ballot.
Consequently, it makes a recommendation to the EP on each nomination, in the form of individual reports.
The EP votes on each nomination separately by secret ballot and takes its decision by a majority of the votes
cast. According to the rules, if the opinion adopted by the EP on an individual nomination is unfavourable,
the President asks the Council to withdraw its nomination and to submit a new nomination.
The following persons have been nominated by their Member States for the current renewal:
Mr Anthony ABELA (Malta), Mr Ladislav BALKO (Slovakia, to be reappointed), Mr Jan GREGOR (Czech
Republic), Mr Samo JEREB (Slovenia), Mr Mihails KOZLOVS (Latvia), and Mr Janusz WOJCIECHOWSKI
(Poland).
All the candidates presented themselves at a meeting of the CONT Committee on 15 March 2016. The CONT
Committee subsequently decided to endorse the candidatures of Messrs Jereb, Gregor and Kozlovs. The
Committee delivered a negative opinion on the nomination of Messrs Abela, Balko and Wojciechowski.
The EP questioned the gender balance of the Court as far back as 1992 (OJ C337, 21.12.1992, p. 51). The
CONT Committee has continued to call for more female candidates among the nominees, with the
Parliament reiterating the point in a 2014 resolution. The lack of women Members remains a pertinent issue,
as do other topics like cooperation with national supreme audit institutions, the Court's operational
environment, and its structure.
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