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EU-Mauritania fisheries agreement: New protocol
Of all the fisheries partnership agreements currently in force, the EU-Mauritania agreement is by
far the most significant in economic terms. A new protocol, setting the details for implementation
of the agreement over the coming four years, was signed and entered into provisional application
in November 2015. Parliament's consent is now required for the conclusion of this protocol.

Background
The first fisheries agreement with Mauritania was concluded in 1987, as a continuation of the pre-accession
arrangements of Spain and Portugal with Mauritania. It was reshaped into a cooperation agreement in 1996.
In 2006, it became a fisheries partnership agreement (FPA), renewable for six-year periods, with the current
period covering 2012-2018. Unlike most current FPAs, which focus on tuna, the EU-Mauritania FPA is one of
the few mixed agreements providing access to a wide range of stocks.
For EU vessels to be allowed to fish within the framework of the FPA, a protocol is required in order to
define the fishing opportunities for EU vessels in Mauritanian waters and the financial contribution to be
paid by the EU. Following the expiry of the previous, rather controversial, protocol in December 2014, a new
protocol was signed and entered into provisional application on 16 November 2015.

New protocol
The new protocol covers a period of four years, up to 15 November 2019. It is currently the most expensive
EU fisheries protocol: with an EU financial contribution of €59.125 million per year, this protocol alone
accounts for almost half of the total 2016 EU budget for fisheries agreements (44%). The greater part of this
amount (€55 million) represents access rights, whereas the remaining €4.125 million (i.e. 7% of the
contribution) provides support for the Mauritanian fisheries sector.
Fishing opportunities for the EU fleet concern a total allowable catch of 261 500 tonnes of non-tuna species
per year, for up to 58 vessels. Most of the opportunities for shrimps are allocated to Spain, as well as the
entire allowable catch of demersal fish, including the important black hake quota. Italy and Portugal, mean-
while, hold the remaining shrimp quota. The opportunities for small pelagic fish, which represent the bulk of
the total catch volume, are allocated mainly to the Netherlands, Lithuania, Latvia and Poland, with the
remainder distributed among Germany, the UK, Ireland and France. The protocol also provides for tuna
opportunities for up to 40 vessels from Spain and France, with a reference tonnage of 20 000 tonnes a year.
The protocol includes notable measures to increase transparency, with Mauritania undertaking to make
public any agreement granting foreign vessels access to its waters. It also grants the EU fleet priority access
to available surpluses. The recent EP resolution on the external dimension of the Common Fisheries Policy
calls for such provisions to be included in all FPAs.

The rapporteur, Gabriel Mato Adrover (EPP, Spain), welcomes Mauritania's commitments to transparency and
priority access for the EU fleet, and considers that the protocol should serve as an example for the EU's future
agreements. He regrets, however, that the fact that the EU fleet is required to make all landings in Mauritania is
having an adverse effect on employment in the Canary Islands port of Las Palmas, and points out that outermost
regions should benefit from FPAs with countries in their region. He also recommends considering any realistic
possibility of increasing the quotas allocated to the EU fleet, taking account of future stock developments.

Following the favourable opinions of the Committees on Budgets (BUDG) and Development (DEVE), on 19 April
2016, the Committee on Fisheries (PECH) recommended with a large majority that Parliament give its consent to
the conclusion of the protocol. The draft resolution is expected to be voted in plenary in May 2016 (procedure file
2015/0229(NLE)).
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