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EU priorities for the 71st UN General Assembly
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the United Nations General Assembly's adoption of two
international treaties: the International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)
and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) which are cornerstones of
international human rights. The European Union is very committed to multilateralism and to
deepening its cooperation with the United Nations. During its July plenary session, the European
Parliament is due to debate the Committee on Foreign Affairs' report setting out proposals for the
Parliament's recommendation to the Council on the EU's priorities for the 71st General Assembly,
which takes place from 13 until 26 September 2016, in New York.

Strengthening EU-UN cooperation to promote shared values
The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) is the main deliberative, policy-making and representative
organ of the United Nations (UN). Over the years, the EU has established a strong relationship with the UN
and participates annually in the UNGA. Cooperation takes place on a broad range of areas covered by the
different UN bodies. The Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) report 'With a proposal for a European
Parliament recommendation to the Council on the 71st session of the United Nations General Assembly'
(rapporteur: Andrey Kovatchev, EPP, Bulgaria) is due to be debated in plenary in July 2016. The EP
Recommendation as adopted will then be addressed to the Council as the EP's position on the EU's priorities
to be presented at the 71st UNGA. The Council of the EU, the body in charge of defining the EU priorities for
the UNGA, is expected to adopt the EU's priorities at a subsequent meeting. The EU external representatives
– the President of the European Council, the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy,
the European Commission and the EU delegation – will then present the positions of the EU and its Member
States at the forthcoming UNGA.
A call for new impetus in the light of current international challenges?
The EU's commitment to multilateralism stems from its values and beliefs as enshrined in Article 3 of the
Treaty on European Union: 'The EU 'shall contribute to peace, security, ... and the protection of human
rights, ... including respect for the principles of the United Nations Charter.' These values are reiterated in
the priorities identified under the AFET report's headings: peace and security; fight against terrorism; non-
proliferation and disarmament; migration; human rights, democracy and the rule of law; development;
climate change; EU and reform of the UN system. These focal points reinforce and develop further the EU
priorities during the 70th UNGA.
The 50th anniversary this year of the ICESCR and the ICCPR, which along with the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights created the International Bill of Human Rights, is particularly relevant in the context of the
on-going migration challenges and the growing focus on external and internal security threats. The AFET
report calls for full respect and enforcement of all human rights agreed under UN conventions, and requests
support for the UNGA's high-level plenary meeting on Refugees and Migrants on 19 September 2016.
The report also calls for comprehensive reform of the UN Security Council to better reflect the new world
reality and for the EU to have a seat in a reformed UN Security Council.
It also calls for revitalisation of the work of the UNGA and for increased transparency in the process of
selection of the next UN Secretary-General. This year’s UN Secretary-General selection has been
unprecedented in its openness and transparency. Candidates' presentations will take place during the UNGA.
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