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Follow-up of the Strategic Framework for
European cooperation in education and training
European cooperation in the field of education and training is voluntary, yet a strategic framework
sets objectives to be attained by 2020. Following a mid-term review concluded last year, the
European Parliament will debate a report which praises efforts to take stakeholders’ feedback into
account and makes a number of recommendations for the future.

Background
The strategic framework for cooperation in education and training (ET2020) structures cooperation between
Member States at European Union (EU) level on training and formal (e.g. schools, universities) and non-formal
(e.g. evening classes) education. It adopts a lifelong learning perspective to give coherence to measures that
promote education and training in different phases of life, from early childhood to late adulthood.
ET 2020 is a development of the objectives, detailed work programme and benchmarks approved in successive
documents between 2001 and 2003, which the Commission labelled ET 2010. Linked to the Lisbon Strategy,
the package was to help modernise European education and training to contribute towards a highly dynamic,
knowledge-based economy. ET 2020 was approved at the end of 2008, following the start of the financial crisis
and in the awareness that neither the Lisbon Strategy nor ET 2010 had delivered satisfactory results.

ET 2020 in a nutshell
The framework strategy has four strategic objectives: real access to lifelong learning and mobility; improved
quality and efficiency; the promotion of equity, social cohesion and active citizenship; and stronger emphasis
on creativity and innovation, including entrepreneurship. These were broken down into 16 indicators and six
benchmarks. The latter focus on the monitoring of progress in Member States, and act as a basis for peer
learning exercises and evidence-based decision-making. Two of these benchmarks were later singled out for
the education headline target in Europe 2020, making them subject to country specific recommendations. A
mid-term review carried out by the Commission fed into the Council conclusions of 2015 which refocused
priorities, created new working groups and confirmed the relevance of the benchmarks. Monitoring of results
is coordinated by the Commission and carried out by its research bodies (Eurostat, the Centre for Research on
Education and Lifelong Learning (CRELL), Eurydice). Given that Member States are solely responsible for the
organisation and content of education and training, participation in working groups and high-level expert
groups is on a voluntary basis and must correspond to Member States’ perceived needs. However, the
outcomes of these meetings are communicated to all 28 Member States as a basis for further developments.
Statistics show progress being achieved on all benchmarks except for employment rates of university
graduates. Much also still needs to be done to bring underachievement rates down to below 15%. Success is
also uneven between Member States and certain categories of students perform worse than others. Direct
participants in ET 2020 groups claim that the exchanges are very relevant and useful, yet very little is
communicated within Member States and between the various bodies participating in the framework strategy.

The European Parliament has adopted several resolutions dealing with specific areas of education and training
which feature in ET 2020. At its June plenary session it will debate the own initiative report on the follow-up of
ET 2020, adopted on 26 April 2016 by the Committee on Culture and Education (rapporteur Zdzisław Krasnodębski,
ECR, Poland) expressing its appreciation for efforts to improve efficacy following the 2015 mid-term review. It
recommends that Member States make better use of this cooperation, calls for more representative groups, draws
attention to a number of unintended consequences in higher education and points out the importance of focusing
on improving outcomes for students with a migrant background and other disadvantaged students.
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