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Agriculture in the European Union and United States
The EU and the USA are currently negotiating the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), an agreement which could have major consequences for trade in
agricultural products. In a document explaining the EU's TTIP proposal on agriculture, the European Commission said that it is aimed at increasing EU-US imports and exports
by reducing tariffs and non-tariff protection, while respecting the individual agricultural models and standards of the EU and USA. This infographic gives an overview of EU-
US trade in agri-food products, their differences in agricultural structure and policy measures, and their respective shares in global agricultural production.

1. General aspects of the agricultural sector 2. Agri-food imports and exports

European
Union

United
States

Number of
farms (million) 10.8 2.1

Agricultural land
(in million
hectares)

174.4 370.1

Average farm
size (in
hectares)

16.08 175.46

Share of farms
smaller than 20
hectares

86.30% 38.55%

Share of farms
larger than 20
hectares

13.70% 61.45%

Total value of
agricultural
production

€410.13
billion

€347.05
billion
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3. Agricultural policy measures 4. Share in global agricultural production

The agricultural sectors of the EU and the United States are very different in terms of farm number and size. The EU has
around 10.8 million farms covering 174 million hectares of agricultural land, while there are only 2.1 million farms in the
USA with 370 million hectares of agricultural land. As a result, the average farm size is significantly smaller in the EU
(16 hectares) than in the USA (175 hectares). Nonetheless, the total value of agricultural production is higher in the EU, at
€410 billion compared to €347 billion in the USA.1

The USA is the main importer of EU agricultural and food products with a value of €19.41 billion, accounting for 15% of total
EU agri-food exports. It is also the second-largest exporter to the EU, after Brazil, representing €11.99 billion or 10.6% of EU
agri-food imports. This means that EU agri-food trade has a positive trade balance of €7.42 billion.2

The EU and USA also differ in the way they support their agricultural sectors: while the EU spends 75% of its Common
Agricultural Policy funds on direct payments to farmers, the USA abolished such payments in 2013 and now uses almost half
of its policy budget to support agricultural insurance.3

Both EU and US farms are responsible for large shares of global agricultural production. The EU creates more than one fifth
of wheat and pork meat worldwide, and is also dominant in global dairy production, generating nearly one third of all milk,
half of all cheese, and one quarter of all butter produced. Meanwhile, US agriculture accounts for around one third of
coarse grains and corn and one fifth of oilseeds, beef, and chicken meat. Both play a less important role in other agricultural
sectors, such as sugar, where they each represent less than one tenth of global production.4

1 European Commission, EUROSTAT, US Department of Agriculture (USDA) and USDA Economic Research Service.
2 European Commission, Agro-food trade statistical fact sheet of the EU and US (2015).
3 General budget of the European Union and US Congressional Budget Office (excluding nutrition programmes) (2015).
4 US Department of Agriculture statistics (2015) on grains, dairy, oilseeds, livestock and poultry, and sugar.
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