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Technical requirements for inland waterway
vessels
Two sets of technical rules apply to EU waterways today. A proposal currently under consideration
aims to harmonise technical requirements for granting navigation certificates to inland waterway
vessels, ensure a uniform level of navigation safety and prevent distortions of competition.

Context
The conditions for issuing technical certificates for vessels on Union inland waterways were set by the EU in
Directive 2006/87/EC. For the most part, this incorporated the existing technical requirements for certification
of vessels navigating on the Rhine, established by the Central Commission for Navigation on the Rhine (CCNR),
which is recognised for its expertise and regularly updated rules. However, maintaining the equivalence
between both sets of certificates proved difficult, due to the different legal frameworks and decision-making
procedures. The resulting lack of legal certainty and the potential risk to navigation safety spurred efforts to
introduce uniform, regularly updated technical requirements for all EU inland waterways.

A new directive proposed
In its 2013 proposal, the Commission outlined two steps to facilitate coordination between the EU and the
CCNR. Firstly, it re-organised the provisions of the (to be) repealed Directive 2006/87/EC, so that the decision-
making mechanisms are set in the articles and the annexes contain only technical and procedural provisions.
It also updated the classification of EU inland waterways. Further, the Commission would retain certain
implementing powers and could modify the annexes through delegated acts.
Secondly, based on an administrative agreement between the CCNR and Commission services, the proposal
provided for the establishment of a dedicated committee to develop common standards for inland navigation
for the EU and the CCNR. This committee, known as CESNI, was created by the CCNR in 2015. Composed of
experts from the EU Member States and Switzerland, it has already prepared the first version of its standard
(endorsed by the Council) of uniform technical requirements for the safety of inland waterway vessels.

Legislative procedure
In its opinion, adopted at first reading on 15 April 2014 (former rapporteur: Corien Wortmann-Kool, EPP, The
Netherlands), the Parliament supported the common technical standards and their adaptation to technical
and scientific progress, in line with standards developed by international organisations, in particular the CCNR.
However, the Parliament could not support the ‘dynamic reference’ to the standards developed by CESNI,
meaning that the annexes would be adapted automatically, by-passing the Parliament as co-legislator and
giving all decision-making power to the Member States.
After negotiations, the Council and the EP agreed on a compromise text on 17 March 2016. It was endorsed
by the EP Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN) on 7 April and the Council published its position on
17 June. It was agreed that the CESNI standards would be adopted by delegated acts. In this way, the
Parliament can scrutinise and even oppose measures adopted by the Commission. The effectiveness of the
measures introduced and the mechanisms for cooperation will be reviewed in five years. Moreover, it is
specified that the Directive will not apply to Denmark, Estonia, Ireland, Greece, Spain, Cyprus, Latvia, Malta,
Portugal, Slovenia and Finland, as they either have no inland waterways or because inland navigation is not
used to a significant extent. On 1 September, the TRAN Committee endorsed the recommendation prepared
by the rapporteur Ivo Belet (EPP, Belgium) for second reading (by 41 votes, 1 against and 1 abstention), and
this is now due to be voted in the September plenary session.
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