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How to make fisheries control in Europe uniform
Responsibility for controlling and enforcing the rules under the common fisheries policy (CFP) lies
primarily with the Member States. With a proposal for a revision of the EU regulatory framework on
fisheries control possible in 2017, the EP is set to give its views on the importance of uniform
implementation of control measures across the Union.

Control of fisheries rules
The EU fisheries control regime aims at ensuring the respect of CFP rules. Framed under Regulation
No 1224/2009, this control system is based on some general principles and sets out a number of requirements
and conditions to ensure that the rules are properly controlled and enforced. Control by competent authorities
must cover all 'fishing-related activities' at sea, in ports and all along the transport, processing and marketing
chain. Control implies that all operators (fishermen, transporters, wholesalers, etc.) must keep records and
report on their activities (fishing trips, catches landed, trade operations) to the competent authorities.
Member States are responsible for implementing control measures. They have to monitor the recording
obligations, verify accuracy and crosscheck data. They must also ensure that the rules are upheld by means of
inspections at sea and on land. They must cooperate and exchange information. Sanctions for non-compliance
need to be dissuasive and proportionate. Member States' control activities benefit from EU financial support.
The Commission's role is to check and contribute to the proper functioning of the fisheries control regime.

The need for proper enforcement and a level playing field
The EU has exclusive competence for the conservation of marine biological resources under the CFP. It is
indispensable for the conservation of common resources to ensure that EU fishing rules are properly
respected, that national fishing quotas are not exceeded and that Member States act in a similar manner on
fisheries control. In general, EU fishing vessels can operate in all EU waters. However, a vessel fishing in waters
or landing in a port of another Member State falls under the control competence of that Member State. It is
therefore also crucial that control activities are performed in such a way as to prevent any sense of inequity
between operators, or mistrust among fisheries control authorities of different Member States.
In 2005, the EU established the European Fisheries Control Agency. To support enforcement, it fosters
cooperation between national competent authorities, contributes to training for fisheries inspectors and
promotes best practice. It also coordinates the operational deployment of joint inspections for specific control
programmes defined by the European Commission. The EU has also defined a common list of 'serious
infringements' of the CFP, which can lead to suspension of a vessel's fishing licence (under a system of penalty
points) and make an operator ineligible to receive support from the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund.
However, implementation of the control regime varies, depending notably on Member States' own internal
organisation, control priorities, means and procedures for inspection and control. Sanctions may also vary,
depending on different national administrative and judicial systems, and their appreciation of the seriousness
of cases of non-compliance.

On the basis of the own-initiative report (2015/2093(INI), rapporteur Isabelle Thomas, S&D, France), Parliament is
set to vote a resolution on the importance of measures to ensure respect of fisheries rules and on ways forward to
improve the uniformity of control practices across the EU. Among the recommendations to be discussed are
improving cooperation between Member States, by means of exchanges of inspectors and shared risk analysis;
reinforcing the role and resources available to the EFCA; setting up teams of specialised fisheries inspectors trained
in accordance with a uniform curriculum; standardising control procedures and also Member States' sanctions; and
introducing mechanisms to highlight best practice so as to increase compliance.
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