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Statistics on goods transport by inland waterway
Parliament is due to vote on a legislative proposal to align Regulation (EC) No 1365/2006 with the
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) as regards delegated and implementing
powers conferred to the European Commission. The overall objective remains unchanged – to help
develop EU inland waterway transport by creating statistical standards for quality data collection.

Context
The TFEU added a distinction in the powers that can be conferred on the Commission. Thus, the Commission
can be given delegated powers to adopt non-legislative acts, which can supplement or amend some non-
essential elements of a legislative act (delegated acts, Article 290(1) TFEU). It can also be entrusted with
powers to adopt uniform conditions for implementing EU legislation (implementing acts, Article 291(2) TFEU).
The Commission promised to review existing legislative acts and, if need be, propose adaptations.
As a consequence of the new rules, powers to adopt delegated and implementing acts are needed to replace
the implementing powers conferred upon the Commission by Regulation (EC) No 1365/2006 on statistics of
goods transport by inland waterways. This regulation ensures that quality data on inland navigation is available
to support EU efforts to create conditions for its optimal development (NAIADES II programme).

The legislative proposal
The Commission published its amending legislative proposal on 28 June 2013, suggesting that in order to take
account of economic and technical trends, it should be empowered to adopt delegated acts, to determine the
threshold for statistical coverage (vessel size) of inland waterways transport; change existing definitions or
introduce additional ones; and define the scope of data collection and content of the annexes. Such delegated
acts should be adopted after proper consultation with experts and should not impose a significant additional
burden on the Member States or the respondents. Furthermore, the Commission should be given
implementing powers to set uniform conditions for transmitting the collected data to Eurostat and
disseminating the results, as well as to develop and publish methodological requirements and criteria ensuring
the quality of the data produced (in line with Regulation (EU) No 182/2011).

Position of the European Parliament
On 11 March 2014, the Parliament adopted, at first reading, a legislative resolution prepared in its Committee
on Transport and Tourism (TRAN) by (the former) rapporteur, Eva Lichtenberger (Greens/EFA, Austria).
Parliament asked that the statistics collected cover both the transport of goods and passengers, stipulating
that the data transmitted must comply with quality criteria set in Regulation (EC) No 223/2009. MEPs wished
to limit the delegation of powers to five years, with an extension possible. They also agreed that the
Commission should specify, by implementing acts, the modalities, structure, periodicity and comparability
elements for the quality reports. The file was carried over to the current legislative term.

The three institutions agreed on a compromise text on 25 November 2014. In response to the Parliament’s request
to include data on passenger transport in the statistics, the text introduced compulsory pilot studies on passenger
data, to be conducted by the Member States. The Permanent Representatives Committee (Coreper), however, did
not endorse that compromise. After further negotiations and a new mandate from Coreper, a satisfactory final
compromise was found, making the pilot studies voluntary and opening their financing to possible contributions
from the EU budget. The Council adopted its first-reading position on 18 July 2016. On the recommendation of the
rapporteur, Bas Eickhout (Greens/EFA, the Netherlands), the TRAN Committee endorsed the final compromise at
its meeting on 11 October 2016. The vote at second reading is planned for the October II plenary.
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