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Rail transport statistics in the European Union
EU transport policy has set itself ambitious goals: among other things, to increase the
competitiveness and share of rail freight and passenger services and to create a Single European
Railway Area. From this perspective, rail statistics shed a clear light on the EU rail sector and thus
help in better evaluating developments in it. At its second October 2016 plenary, the European
Parliament is expected to vote on a 2013 proposal for a regulation on rail transport statistics.

Context
Timely and detailed rail statistics are increasingly important for all rail stakeholders and the European
Commission, as tools to help them assess rail services' progress towards the main objectives set by the 2011
Roadmap to a Single European Transport Area. For instance, statistics can bring useful evidence-based
information to survey rail safety or to monitor how the rail market share of freight and passenger transport
evolves. Currently, each EU Member State collects data mainly on goods and passenger transport, traffic flows
and accidents on rail networks. These data are then sent to Eurostat, the Statistical Office of the EU, which
evaluates their quality and provides guidance on how this can be improved, and oversees their dissemination.
Eurostat rail transport statistics are mainly modelled on the requirements set in Regulation 91/2003. Apart
from serving as a statistics-related legal framework, this regulation imposed on the Commission the obligation
to report to the Council of the EU and the Parliament on the quality and benefits of statistics and on the costs
and burdens they place on enterprises. Regulation 1192/2003 introduced additional provisions to harmonise
rail transport statistics further. Later, Regulation 332/2007 specified the technical format in which data were
to be transmitted to Eurostat as of 2007, to facilitate and accelerate their processing.

The legislative proposal
In putting forward its legislative proposal to amend the above-mentioned Regulation 91/2003, the
Commission used the findings of a 2007 report on the experience acquired in this field and an analysis carried
out by the task force on rail transport statistics in 2010. The proposal aims to simplify and update the legal
framework for statistics and to align it to the current institutional context. To eliminate inconsistencies due to
different deadlines for data transmission, the proposal removes the possibility of simplified (as opposed to
detailed) data reporting, for both passenger and goods transport. It also reduces the timelines for providing
and disseminating passenger data. To avoid duplicating the collection of data on accidents (by Eurostat and
by the European Union Agency for Railways (EUAR)), the proposal removes this from the remit of Eurostat.
Much of the rail activity of some Member States is only carried out at short distances. So, to minimise the loss
of valuable data, the proposal suggests decreasing the current thresholds in tonne-km and passenger-km
transported, and introducing two thresholds for freight: one in tonnes transported and another in tonne-km.

The European Parliament and the legislative process
In its first-reading position, adopted with a large majority on 11 March 2014 (rapporteur: Michael Cramer
Greens/EFA, Germany), the Parliament proposed also to start keeping statistics on rail infrastructure, including
on the length of tracks or number of locomotives equipped with the European Rail Traffic Management
System. It took the stance that Eurostat and EUAR should cooperate on collecting data on rail accidents and,
with a view to increasing rail safety, that data on incidents should also be collected. After a first trilogue
meeting in November 2014, negotiations continued under the Latvian and Luxembourg Presidencies. Two
memoranda from spring 2016, the first between Eurostat and DG MOVE, and the other between Eurostat and
the EUAR, were signed with the aim of guaranteeing cooperation for access to the statistical data. These
enabled the reaching of an agreement in trilogue. After the Council formally adopted its position in July 2016,
the Parliament is to hold its second-reading vote during its second October plenary.
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