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European Pillar of Social Rights
The European Union (EU) Member States have defined common social rights and minimum standards in a
wide range of labour market-related areas, and have committed to promoting employment and social
progress. However, economic and social inequalities are still on the rise. The European Commission's plan for
a European Pillar of Social Rights calls for two main actions: modernising existing legislation to better fit the
present reality of the world of work and societal patterns, and developing employment and social benchmarks
in order to foster upward convergence in the euro area and potentially beyond. Parliament is due to consider
an own-initiative report on the subject at its January 2017 plenary session.

Background and objectives
The 2015 Five Presidents' Report stated that employment and social concerns must feature highly in the
European Semester. It called for reformed labour markets, access to adequate education for all and for
effective social protection systems that also take care of the most vulnerable. It also declared that Europe's
ambition should be to earn a 'social triple A' rating, ensuring fair and balanced growth, decent jobs and labour
protection. In March 2016, the Commission published its communication on a European Pillar of Social Rights,
designed to contribute to the deepening and stabilising of the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU). This has
been the subject of a broad consultation, the outcome of which should feed into a Commission proposal due
in March 2017.

Content and development
The Commission communication provides a first outline of the Pillar and a compilation of the existing EU social
acquis. It also gives information on key economic, employment and social trends and on the assessment made
within the European Semester 2016 regarding progress on key structural reforms. The outline touches upon
three main areas: equal opportunities and access to the labour market; fair working conditions; and adequate
and sustainable social protection, identifying 20 principles within these policy domains. Aimed at creating
access to fair labour markets and welfare systems for all citizens, it calls for investment in human capital, the
renewal of the flexicurity agenda and a serious reflection on public finances, of which welfare systems take up
a large share. Once the Pillar is established, building on the existing social acquis, it should serve as a reference
framework for the social and employment performance of the participating countries.

European Parliament and the Council of the EU
The Parliament has consistently stressed the importance of strengthening the social governance of the
European Semester as well as combating inequalities. Since its 2012 resolution, calling for a 'social pact', it has
repeatedly insisted on strengthening the social aspects of the EMU. A February 2016 resolution on the 2016
Annual Growth Survey welcomed the fact that the Commission recommendation on the economic policy of
the euro area consolidates the joint analysis and definition of the Member States' strategies on the social and
economic dimensions under the EMU. It also emphasised the necessity for concrete measures in the social
field. The own-initiative report on the Pillar by the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (rapporteur:
Maria João Rodrigues, S&D, Portugal), while fully embracing the Commission initiative, underlines the
importance of enforcing a core set of rights for everyone and of actions both at national and European level.
In October 2016, the Council adopted a joint opinion of the Employment and Social Protection Committees.
This stressed the need for upward social convergence and stronger linkages of the Pillar initiative to other
economic and political developments in the Union while respecting Member States' competences and the
autonomy of the social partners. In December 2016, the EU Slovak Presidency presented a steering note for a
ministerial debate, insisting that all levels of governance should be involved in the Pillar's implementation.
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