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Ghana: Political landscape after the elections
The December 2016 general elections in Ghana were peaceful and free, with victory to the opposition
for both the presidency and the parliament. This strengthens Ghana's reputation as one of Africa's
most stable democracies and endorses a trend of democratic consolidation in West Africa. The
president-elect, a man with strong human rights credentials, may however face difficulties in fulfilling
his generous electoral promises given the country's current economic situation.

Political system
The first colony in sub-Saharan Africa to proclaim its independence in 1957, Ghana followed a tenuous road
to democracy. Its first democratically elected ruler, Kwame Nkrumah – one of Africa's most iconic
independence leaders – was deposed in a coup d'état in 1966, after he had started displaying authoritarian
tendencies. For the next 26 years, Ghana experienced a succession of military and civilian governments. Since
the restoration of civilian rule in 1992, it has become a vibrant democracy, witnessing three changes of power
between the two major parties through elections in 2000, 2008 and 2016, at parliamentary and presidential
level.
According to the 1992 constitution, Ghana is a presidential republic. The unicameral parliament has 275 seats;
its members are elected every four years under a first-past-the-post system. The president is the head of state
and government and he or she, or, in their absence, the vice-president, presides over all meetings of the
government. The president is elected by universal suffrage in two rounds, unless a candidate obtains a majority
in the first round. The same person cannot be elected for more than two four-year terms.

Elections
The general elections of 7 December 2016 were recognised as largely peaceful, transparent and credible by
the EU and the African Union election observation missions. The central electoral commission made big efforts
to ensure their fairness and credibility, in line with the Ghanaian people's expectations, which prioritised
fairness over the electoral outcome itself. The commission adopted various measures to prevent electoral
malpractice, such as biometric identification of voters and transparent ballot boxes. This pushed up the
election costs, which, amounting to around €18 per person, exceeded the African average. Turnout stood at
68.6 %. However, there were reports of questionable practices, such as the distribution of gifts in cash and in
kind to the electorate by all parties (some voters seem to favour this practice). According to the EU election
observation mission's preliminary findings, the elections were 'well-administered and transparent, but marked
by misuse of incumbency', including unequal access to state media and unaccountable campaign financing.
Although opinion polls had deemed the electoral race to be tight, the outcome of the presidential election
was decided in the first round. Opposition candidate Nana Akufo-Addo won with 53.8 % of votes and a large
margin of almost 10% over the incumbent president, John Dramani Mahama, who was running for a second
term. All other candidates obtained 1 % or less of the votes. It was the first time that an incumbent president
was defeated at the polls. In previous elections, incumbents stepped down because their term was up; one
president, John Atta Mills, died in office in July 2012. The main opposition party won a landslide victory in the
parliamentary elections too, scoring well for democracy in West Africa as a whole. It was the third time in 2016
that the opposition candidate won the presidency in the region after Benin and the Gambia (where the
incumbent is refusing, however, to step down), while in Niger and Cape Verde the incumbents were re-elected.
The economic situation was decisive in shaping voters' choices. The elections took place against a backdrop of
slowing economic growth and rising inflation and unemployment. A middle-income country, Ghana used to
be one of Africa's strongest economies, until it started experiencing serious economic woes four years ago.
Overoptimistic and generous fiscal policies put in place by the Mahama administration (the public wages bill
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swelled in 2012 as a result of wage increases and a reform of the salary scale), combined with the drop in
prices of oil and gold – Ghana's two main export commodities besides cocoa – put pressure on public finances
and slowed down growth. Faced by a rapidly growing budget deficit, and public debt which it struggled to
service, the government was forced to enter into a three-year credit facility agreement with the IMF in April
2015. Figuring high on the electoral agenda, youth unemployment is at 48 %; inflation has been pushing prices
up and the national currency lost around 60 % of its value between 2012 and 2014. Corruption scandals and
electricity cuts hampering economic activity also undermined the credibility of Mahama's administration.

The president-elect and his programme
Nana Akufo-Addo, the president-elect, was running for the third time, after losing the 2008 and 2012
presidential elections. Son of a former Ghanaian president (1970-1972), the 72-year-old started his political
career 40 years ago as a campaigner against military rule. Having graduated in law in the UK, he became a
prominent lawyer in Ghana (defending human rights among other causes); he is a former minister and member
of parliament and was the first chair of the Ghana Committee on Human and Peoples' Rights. In 2016, Nana
Akufo-Addo won on an electoral platform with generous promises to the electorate, which will be difficult to
fulfil, given the fiscal constraints the country faces. His campaign focused on creating jobs and fighting
corruption. Similarly, his party's electoral platform, Change. An Agenda for Jobs, pledged to create large
numbers of jobs through rapid industrialisation, in an economy that is still predominantly agriculture-based.
It promised to build a factory in each of Ghana's 212 districts, to grant US$1 million for infrastructure works
to each of the 275 constituencies and to develop the industrial base through flagship initiatives.

Ghana's two major political parties
Ghana's political landscape is dominated by two major parties. They were both created after the multi-party
system was reintroduced in 1992.
The New Patriotic Party (NPP), of which Nana Akufo-Addo is a member, won 161 of the 247 parliamentary
seats declared until now. Having a rightist orientation, it is affiliated to the International Democrat Union. So
far, it has ruled the country once, between 2001 and 2008, when it held the presidency and the majority in
the parliament. NPP was created in 1992, to revive the political tradition of the United Party – the main
opposition party during the time of Ghana's First Republic. It is a liberal-democratic party, which places
individual rights, private initiative and the need to hold government accountable at the heart of its guiding
principles. While in power, it implemented a market-oriented economic policy.
After losing both the parliamentary majority and the presidency, the National Democratic Congress (NDC)
became the main opposition party, retaining only 86 of the seats so far declared; it is left-oriented and is a
member of the Progressive Alliance and the Socialist International. It was founded by Jerry John Rawlings,
Ghana's head of state who came to power through a military coup in 1981 and managed the transition to
multi-party democracy in the 1990s. The party ruled the country until Rawlings ceded power in 2001, when
his second presidential term under the 1992 constitution ended. The party regained the presidency and the
parliamentary majority in 2008 and held it until the December elections.

The EU and Ghana
The EU has been a long-term partner to Ghana in consolidating its democracy. Relations between the two
parties are based on the Cotonou Agreement among the EU and the ACP group of states, which helped
establish a political dialogue. The latest round of this dialogue took place in June 2016 and elections featured
on its agenda. The National Indicative Programme (NIP) 2014-2020, agreed between the EU and Ghana,
includes governance as one of three focal areas for development cooperation, and allocates to it €75 million,
a quarter of the total funding. The strategic objectives of EU aid include: (i) enhancing respect for democratic
principles, human rights and the rule of law; (ii) establishing a more accountable and efficient public sector;
and (iii) empowering non-state actors, including civil society. EU electoral observation missions monitored the
elections in 2008 and 2016.

The Stepping Stone Economic Partnership Agreement between the EU and Ghana entered into provisional
application after the European Parliament gave its consent on 1 December. Aimed at establishing an asymmetric
free-trade area in order to boost development, the agreement does not contain any specific provisions on human
rights and democracy; its preamble reaffirms the commitments of the parties under the Cotonou Agreement.
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