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Mexico and the new US Administration
Donald Trump's election as US President has brought about an important policy shift with regard to
Mexico, all the more so because the new US Administration seems determined to complete the
promised wall along the US-Mexico border and deport undocumented immigrants. It also intends to
renegotiate NAFTA, stating that it does not adequately protect US interests.

Background
At the time he announced his candidacy for the US Presidency, and then throughout his election campaign,
Donald Trump publicly committed to taking a series of measures that would change the country's policy
towards Mexico, and on Mexican immigrants in the USA:
1) completion of an 'impenetrable physical wall on the southern border', which would be paid for by Mexico;
2) mandatory detention of all illegal immigrants caught while crossing the border until they are deported, and
deportation of illegal immigrants convicted of crimes; 3) elimination of sanctuary cities, which do not currently
require local law enforcement officers to alert federal authorities to the presence of illegal immigrants;
4) putting an end to President Obama's executive actions on illegal immigration – the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and the Deferred Actions for Parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents
(DAPA); and 5) re-negotiation of the North American Free Trade Area (NAFTA) with a view to better protecting
US interests and stemming the loss of US jobs.

US presidential actions
Five days after his inauguration, President Trump signed two executive orders to fulfil some of his promises,
which were followed by implementation guidelines issued by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).
 Executive order: 'Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements'
The explicit purpose of this order is 'to deploy all lawful means to secure the nation's southern border with
Mexico, to prevent further illegal immigration into the United States, and to repatriate illegal aliens swiftly,
consistently and humanely'. Among the provisions included are 'to take all appropriate steps to immediately
plan, design, and construct a physical wall along the southern border', and to 'take all appropriate actions to
ensure the detention of aliens apprehended for violations of immigration law'.
 Executive order: 'Enhancing public safety in the Interior of the United States'
Its aim is to 'ensure the faithful execution' of US immigration laws 'against all removable aliens', by making use
of 'all available systems and resources', among them depriving jurisdictions that fail to comply (sanctuary
cities) of federal funds, except those mandated by law. It prioritises the removal of undocumented migrants
that have been convicted of, or charged with, any criminal offence, or have committed a chargeable criminal
offence; have engaged in fraud; have abused any programme related to receipt of public benefits; are subject
to a final order of removal; or, 'in the judgement of an immigration officer, pose a risk to public safety or
national security'. It envisages the establishment of an Office for Victims of Crimes committed by removable
aliens – confirmed by Trump in his first speech to Congress. Additionally, the protection of the Privacy Act
regarding personal information will only apply to US citizens or lawful permanent residents of the USA.
The DHS recently issued guidelines for implementing the two orders: (a) Memorandum: 'Implementing the
President's Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements Policies'; and (b) Memorandum:
'Enforcement of Immigration Laws to Serve the National Interest'. The only illegal immigrants who will not be
subject to deportation are those who entered the USA illegally as children ('dreamers'). Those who cannot
prove they have been in the USA for more than two years will be subject to 'expedited removal'. The DHS also
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plans to deport non-Mexican migrants crossing the US border to Mexico while their case is examined, but the
Mexican government has stated that it will not re-admit them, saying this cannot be done unilaterally.

The building of a wall with Mexico started in the 1990s during the George HW Bush Administration, with a 66-mile
fence in the San Diego sector. President Bill Clinton authorised a 14-mile extension under the 1996 Immigration
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act (IRIRA). The Secure Fence Act signed in 2006 by President George W Bush
allowed the construction of hundreds more miles and doubled the number of Border Patrol agents. There are
around 1 000 km of barriers along the near-3 000 km border. The completion of the wall faces many challenges,
such as mountains, rivers, national parks, and even a Native American reservation (the Tohono O'odham in Arizona).
US Customs and Border Protection launched a call for ideas on the wall in March 2017, and contract awards are
expected by mid-April. The high cost of the wall is a controversial issue.

Regarding trade, the Administration has sent a letter to Congress, with a softer position that is seen more as
an attempt to upgrade NAFTA than to rewrite it. The proposals envisage reinstating tariffs in case a US industry
is threatened by a flood of imports; expanded market access and fewer licensing and permit barriers for the
USA; and a call to consider more US-made goods in government procurement.

Mexico's position
In early 2017, Mexico's President Enrique Peña Nieto declared his country would not negotiate separately on
trade, security and migration with the USA. The principles and foreign policy goals that would guide Mexico's
negotiations are set out in the table that follows.

Principles
National
sovereignty

Respect for
the rule of law

A constructive,
creative vision

North American
integration, involving the
USA, Canada and Mexico

Comprehensive negotiation,
including trade, migration, security,
terrorism and drug trafficking

Foreign policy goals
̶ There must be a commitment by the USA to guarantee humane treatment and respect for the rights of Mexican migrants;
̶ Any repatriation of undocumented migrants by the US government must be undertaken in an orderly, coordinated fashion, and

the established protocols must be maintained and improved;
̶ Both governments must assume a commitment to work together to promote the development of Central American countries;
̶ The free flow of remittances from Mexicans living in the USA must be ensured and not hampered or made more expensive;
̶ The USA must commit to working in a jointly responsible fashion with Mexico, to stop the illegal entry of weapons and money

of illicit origin;
̶ Trade between Canada, the USA and Mexico must be free of any tariffs or quota, as it has been since 2008;
̶ In modernising NAFTA, the governments must include new sectors, such as telecommunications, energy and e-trade;
̶ Any new trade agreement with the United States must also translate into better salaries for Mexican workers;
̶ The investment flow to Mexico must be protected; the country must remain an attractive, reliable investment destination;
̶ Mexico will work for a border that links rather than divides the two countries

What the EU is doing
In a letter to the 27 EU Heads of State or Government (other than of the UK), President of the European
Council, Donald Tusk, expressed concern over the foreign policy shift of the new US Administration. The
Spanish government has expressed solidarity with Mexico; the EU and Mexico have recently decided to
accelerate trade talks to modernise the 1997 Global Agreement, which includes a free-trade agreement.

On 7 February 2017, EuroLat co-presidents, Roberto Requião and Ramón Jáuregui, issued a declaration on the
Trump Administration's foreign policy executive orders, voicing 'grave concern at the international policy direction
taken', and 'especially its decisions concerning certain Latin American countries, in particular Mexico'.

Outlook
Experts are worried that President Trump's policies could put an abrupt end to nearly 30 years of 'successful
relation-building' between the USA and Mexico. This could result in Mexico turning its back on the United
States and stopping its fruitful cooperation in matters like migration and the fight against drug trafficking. The
US economy could also suffer, as it is estimated that the USA recovers almost half the value of its imports from
Mexico, thanks to the high level of production-sharing between the two countries. Raising tariffs for Mexican
imports would not automatically ensure business relocation to the USA, as cost savings are mainly due to
Mexico having more free trade agreements with the rest of the world. According to some analysts,
renegotiating NAFTA is not likely to yield the claimed results in terms of job creation in the USA.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/24/mexico-refuses-us-immigrant-deportations-third-countries
http://www.jornada.unam.mx/ultimas/2017/02/23/no-habra-deportaciones-masivas-kelly
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/RL33659.pdf
http://www.as-coa.org/articles/explainer-history-and-future-hurdles-us-mexico-border-wall?gclid=CM7D7Z--t9ICFRUW0wod1wYF_A
https://migration.ucdavis.edu/mn/more.php?id=1223
https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2006/10/20061026-1.html
https://www.cbp.gov/border-security/along-us-borders/overview
http://www.as-coa.org/infographic-mapping-barriers-us-border-wall-mexico
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jan/26/donald-trump-border-wall-tohono-oodham-arizona-tribe
http://www.independent.ie/world-news/north-america/president-trump/us-takes-first-steps-toward-building-trumps-wall-on-mexican-border-35482411.html
https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&id=b8e1b2a6876519ca0aedd748e1e491cf&tab=core&_cview=0
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-37243269
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2017/03/31/trump-just-kicked-off-nafta-renegotiation-heres-what-history-tells-us-about-how-thatll-go/
https://www.cato.org/blog/trumps-nafta-renegotiation
https://www.thestar.com/news/world/2017/03/30/trump-takes-first-step-in-nafta-renegotiation-delivers-draft-letter-to-congress.html
http://www.milenio.com/firmas/hector_aguilar_camin_dia-con-dia/mexico-perfila-posicion-trump-pena-milenio_18_909089117.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-38725966
http://www.gob.mx/presidencia/prensa/with-the-united-states-we-do-not-wish-for-either-confrontation-or-submission-the-solution-is-dialogue-and-negotiation-enrique-pena-nieto
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/01/31-tusk-letter-future-europe/
http://www.politico.eu/article/donald-tusk-slams-worrying-declarations-from-trump/
http://www.excelsior.com.mx/nacional/2017/02/01/1143606
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1617
http://www.euractiv.com/section/trade-society/news/eu-mexico-renew-interest-in-free-trade-talks/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:f95ad1a3-795e-4fb0-84e1-28351b99415c.0004.02/DOC_2&format=PDF
http://www.lavanguardia.com/politica/20170207/414104969781/copresidentes-de-eurolat-reprueban-giro-antilatinoamericano-de-trump.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/eurolat/key_documents/declarations/trump_administration/7.2.2017_en.pdfhttp:/www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/eurolat/key_documents/declarations/trump_administration/7.2.2017_en.pdf
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/why-americans-should-worry-about-a-backlash-in-mexico-against-president-trump-2017-02-01
https://dailybrief.oxan.com/Analysis/ES218277/Trump-threats-will-provoke-Mexican-retaliation
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/21/business/economy/mexico-immigration-border-wall.html?_r=0
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2017-trump-mexico-auto-jobs/
http://www.economist.com/news/americas/21716660-revision-north-american-trade-deal-will-not-give-donald-trump-what-he-wants

	Background
	US presidential actions
	Mexico's position
	What the EU is doing
	Outlook

