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FoCus 
Sustainable and competitive fisheries for Blue Growth 

Dear Reader,

The Common Fisheries Policy aims at enhancing 
sustainable and competitive fisheries. Healthy fish 
stocks are indeed key for jobs and growth in the 
sector. 
The Committee on Fisheries is currently involved in 
the elaboration of key legislations to achieve this 
objective: developing multiannual management 
plans with a long-term approach, adapting 
technical measures (mesh sizes, minimum sizes, 
etc.) to regional specificities, collecting solid 

scientific data on fish stocks and ensuring fair and efficient controls. 

Brexit will also have a strong impact on EU fisheries by potentially restricting 
the access to UK waters. The Common Fisheries Policy shall not be jeopardized 
in this process. It shall be fully incorporated in the main negotiation between 
the EU and the UK.

Finally, I welcome the Policy Department B support to the Committee´s 
activities by providing research studies and organising workshops such as the 
recent one on Common Fisheries Policy and Brexit.

Alain Cadec, MEP
Chair of the Committee on Fisheries
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Common Fisheries Policy and BREXIT
Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies        June 2017

Following its effective withdrawal from 
the Union, the UK will become a third 
country for the purposes of the Common 
Fisheries Policy. What consequences will 
that have? 

This study for PECH committee identifies 
and describes the main aspects of the 
CFP that could potentially be legally 

affected by Brexit. It assesses the legal framework for governance between 
the EU and the UK and analyses, in broad terms, previous exits from the 
EU and the preferential agreements between the EU and third countries 
covering fisheries matters. It also examines possible future EU-
UK agreements on fisheries issues. 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/601981/IPOL_STU(2017)601981_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/585921/IPOL_STU(2017)585921_EN.pdf
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Options for post-Brexit cooperation on ITRE policies
Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies June 2017   

 The strengths and weaknesses of existing models of third country cooperation 
are best understood through comparison with those of an existing EU Member 
State. This study for ITRE provides a critical assessment of the implications of 
existing models of cooperation of third countries with the European Union in 
each of four thematic areas for which ITRE committee is responsible (energy, electronic 
communications, research policy, and small business policy.

Join the network
Policy Departments provide in-house and 
external expertise to support EP committees 
and other parliamentary bodies in shaping 
legislation and exercising democratic scrutiny 
over EU policies. If you wish to receive this 
monthly publication, please send an email 
with your contact details to:
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

All publications:
www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses

Energy in the Eastern Mediterranean
Policy Department for External Relations  May 2017

Recent gas discoveries in the Eastern Mediterranean have reshaped the regional 
gas outlook and raised new cooperation prospects.Will this help foster stability 
in the region? Since 2010 the Eastern Mediterranean region has become a 
hotspot of energy discussions due to a series of gas discoveries in the offshore 
of Israel, Cyprus and Egypt. This study, requested by the AFET committee, seeks to assess the 
implications of regional gas discoveries for both countries in the region and the EU.

Children on the move in private international law
Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs June 2017

Unaccompanied children in the EU need protection. Private international law 
offers tools to protect them; so does migration and asylum law. How do these 
rules interact? The child’s best interests are a primary consideration under 
international and EU law. EU migration and private international law frameworks 
regulate child protection, but in an uncoordinated way: the Dublin III and Brussels IIa 
Regulations are neither aligned nor applied coherently. This needs to change. 

Value for money: EU funding in the field of democracy

This CONT study explores the extent to which processes are in place to enable 
the delivery of value for money through EU programme funding in the field 
of democracy and rule of law. It includes a review of the European Instrument 
for Democracy and Human Rights and the Instrument for Stability and Peace. 
It considers current ways of working and the potential for improvement. Analysis is based 
on interviews with EU programme officials and EU delegations, and related documentary 
evidence.

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs June 2017

Synergies between the Annual Growth Survey and 
EU and national budgets July 2017

Towards an EU common position on the use of 
armed drones

July 2017

Competition policy and an internal energy market July 2017

European cohesion policy and regional 
development policies in other parts of the world July 2017

Analysis of the governance model of EU JHA 
agencies Sept 2017
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