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EU-Russia cooperation on higher education
EU funding from the Erasmus+ programme supports cooperation between EU and Russian
universities, which remains close despite current tensions. Russia is still the largest non-EU partner
in the programme and some activities (such as student and staff exchanges) have actually increased
since 2014.
Close links between EU and Russian higher education sectors
The Russian higher-education sector is very actively involved in EU-funded cooperation programmes for
various reasons: strong historical links between Russian universities and western European counterparts; a
lack of alternative funding for international cooperation; and considerable expertise in competing for EU
funding, acquired over 24 years (since 1993) of participating in European projects.
What has changed since 2014?
In July 2014, the EU suspended most cooperation with Russia in response to the latter's aggression in Ukraine,
except in areas of importance for people-to-people contacts, such as higher education and research.
Educational cooperation has therefore been mostly unaffected by current EU-Russia tensions.
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The Erasmus+ programme
Erasmus+ is the EU's programme supporting education, youth and sport during the 2014-2020 period; it
combines and replaces a series of 2007-2013 programmes, such as Erasmus and Tempus. Funding for Russian
participation comes from the Erasmus+ budget (€10.6 million in the 2014-2017 period), the European
Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI, €64.8 million)1 and the Partnership Instrument (PI, €9.4 million). Russia is
very active in cooperation activities supported by Erasmus+, and is its largest non-EU participant.
Staff and student exchanges
Educational exchanges are the best known Erasmus+ activity. They allow students from partner countries to
visit EU universities (and vice-versa) for three to 12 months, during which they earn credits which count
towards a degree from their home university. University staff also have the opportunity to teach abroad for
up to two months. Until 2013, such exchanges were limited to full Erasmus+ partners (EU Member States, EEA
and candidate countries), but the programme has since then opened up to third countries, including Russia.
In 2017, there were nearly 4 000 Erasmus+ exchanges with Russia, around 10 % of the total with non-EU
countries. Participation has increased steadily over the past three years, partly due to an increase in the
amount of total funding and partly to the European Commission giving greater priority to staff exchanges, in

1 Unless otherwise indicated, this and other figures are unpublished data provided by the European Commission.
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view of the fact that these are particularly beneficial to the institutions of participating staff; staff exchanges
cost an average €2 000 per participant, compared to €4 900 for student exchanges, and can therefore be
financed in greater numbers. Germany and Spain were the two main host countries in exchanges with Russia.
Joint master's degrees, doctorates and scholarships
Russian universities can participate in international consortia that apply for Erasmus+ funding to organise joint
master's degrees and doctorates, giving students an opportunity to study in at least two countries. In the
2017-2018 academic year, Russian universities are participating in four out of 99 joint master's programmes,
mostly in scientific disciplines.
Russian students can also apply for EU-funded scholarships for such joint degrees. Between 2014 and 2017,
Russian students received 130 joint master's scholarships and 23 doctoral scholarships worth an estimated
€9.4 million, representing 2.6 % of all EU joint scholarships awarded worldwide.
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Capacity-building in higher education
The Tempus programme was launched in 1990 to help modernise universities in former communist countries;
Russia joined in 1993. Since 2014, Tempus activities have been taken over by Erasmus+. Capacity-building
projects include support for Russian universities to build international partnerships or to develop new courses
(mostly in scientific and technical disciplines).
Capacity-building in higher education is the main education cooperation activity to have been negatively
affected by the Ukraine crisis. Since 2014, Russian universities may no longer be the lead institution in capacity-
building projects, and they can only participate in regional projects that include other partner countries.
Nevertheless, Russian universities remain very active participants, accounting in 2015 and 2016 for around
one tenth of projects selected from the whole world. In terms of funding, Russian universities received a total
€4.1 million in grants, or 3.4 % of total EU funding for this purpose (€120 million). Russia was therefore the
sixth-largest recipient of EU capacity-building grants worldwide.
Jean Monnet projects
Jean Monnet projects – formerly a separate programme, since 2014 part of Erasmus+ – support teaching and
research on the European integration process; Russian universities have used it to develop courses on the EU
and on European law. Russian participation reached an all-time high in 2015, with the country in first place
worldwide both in terms of selected projects (45, one sixth of the global total) and total grants awarded
(€2.14 million); 2016 was also a successful year, with 33 projects. The particularly high number of projects in
2015 and 2016 reflects the allocation of additional Partnership Instrument funding for Russia during those two
years. In 2017, that funding ended, with Russia having to compete for all Jean Monnet grants from a common
pot shared with all other countries; it still did relatively well, with 12 projects selected.

EU-Russia educational cooperation outside Erasmus+
Launched in 1999, the Bologna Process (an international, mostly intergovernmental effort, in which the
European Commission also participates) brings together 48 mostly European countries. Its aim is to align
tertiary education in participating countries, by establishing three study cycles: bachelor's (3-4 years); master's
(2 years); and doctoral studies. For Russia, which became a full participant in 2003, this has brought major
changes; since 2011, three-year bachelor's degrees have replaced the traditional five-year courses.
The Tempus programme helped Russian universities to adapt their curricula accordingly.
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