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Transposing ICCAT fisheries measures into EU law
The European Commission has proposed to include a number of binding recommendations of the
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) in EU law, in so far as they
are not yet included therein. After interinstitutional negotiations, the EP is now due to vote on a draft
regulation on fisheries measures in the ICCAT area, with a view to reaching a first-reading agreement.

Background
As part of its external policy on fisheries, the European Union is a contracting party to numerous regional
fisheries management organisations (RFMOs). It participates in these international fora for cooperation on the
management of fisheries, established at the level of given seas or sea areas, in consideration notably of the
Union's exclusive competence for 'the conservation of marine biological resources under the Common
Fisheries Policy' (CFP). The International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) is the
responsible RFMO for the conservation of about 30 different tuna and tuna-like species in the Atlantic Ocean
and its adjacent seas. Decisions ('recommendations') adopted by ICCAT are binding on the parties, but are not
directly applicable to individual vessels and nationals, and must be transposed into the law of the parties.

European Commission proposal
The proposed regulation would transpose parts of 28 recommendations (some dating back to 2008) for
conservation, management and control of fisheries, to the extent that they are not yet covered by EU rules. It
would set out various species-specific provisions (for tropical tunas, swordfish, marlins, sharks) and include
measures to limit incidental catches of seabirds and turtles, but it does not cover recommendations on bluefin
tuna (subject to a specific recovery plan under Regulation 2016/1627). The draft regulation also establishes a
number of common control measures. Some provisions within other EU fisheries regulations already
applicable in the ICCAT area would be deleted therefrom and replaced within this new ICCAT-specific
regulation. As ICCAT may regularly review its recommendations and decide on new measures, the Commission
also proposes to be given delegated powers in order to swiftly incorporate such ICCAT decisions into EU law.

European Parliament position
The EP Committee on Fisheries (PECH) adopted its report on 25 April 2017 and voted to enter into negotiations
with the Council, which had also prepared for negotiations on its side. The PECH committee considered in
particular that the regulation should apply not only to EU vessels in the ICCAT area, but also to third-country
vessels when fishing in Union waters. It also favoured a general line according to which the transposition of
ICCAT measures should be done without changing the wording as adopted in this international forum (in
particular to ensure a level playing field between EU and third-country fishing vessels). Considering that the
delegation of powers to the European Commission should be limited to specific cases, the committee also
insisted on a principle established under the CFP that fishing opportunities for ICCAT species must be allocated
by Member States to vessel-owners along transparent and objective criteria, and giving special consideration
to traditional and artisanal fisheries and incentivising selective fishing practices and with low environmental
impact. Interinstitutional negotiations concluded positively on 31 May 2017 with a compromise text largely in
line with the views of the PECH committee, which approved it on 21 June 2017.

First-reading report: 2016/0187(COD); Committee
responsible: PECH; Rapporteur: Gabriel Mato Adrover,
(EPP, Spain). For further information see our 'EU
Legislation in progress' briefing.
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