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Inspections of ro-ro ferries and high-speed
passenger craft
Passenger ships operating intensively need to be inspected at regular, frequent intervals. The
European Commission reviewed the related EU rules and proposed changes to rationalise the
different existing inspection regimes. This proposal is part of an initiative to modernise EU passenger
safety legislation and reduce administrative burden while maintaining a high level of maritime safety.

Background
Inspections of ro-ro ferries and high-speed passenger craft (HSC) in the EU are currently carried out according
to Council Directive 1999/35/EC. Before they start operating, Member States have to ensure that ships comply
with the relevant standards and specific stability requirements. Further, inspections need to be carried out
twice a year, one of them during the regular ship service, and non-complying ships must be prevented from
operation. However, later EU legislation (on flag state surveys and stricter port state control) introduced
further, risk-based requirements. Currently, most inspection authorities combine or replace some of the
prescribed inspections and pass them consecutively, instead of keeping regular intervals.

European Commission proposal
The Commission proposed to replace Directive 1999/35/EC with a new one, regulating ships that provide
regular domestic passenger services (between ports within a Member State or between a Member State’s
port and a port in a third state, which is the ship’s flag state). The initial checks change focus from company-
based to ship-based inspections. After that, ships should be inspected twice a year as before, but at regular
intervals, and these inspections can be combined with the annual flag state survey of the vessel. The proposal
also aligns a number of provisions (concerning inspection reports, prohibitions of departure, appeals, costs,
the inspection database and penalties) with Directive 2009/16/EC on Port State Control.

European Parliament position
The Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN) adopted its report on 19 April 2017. Supporting the
Commission’s proposal, the committee clarified the scope of the proposed directive (in relation to Directive
2009/16/EC). It recommended to regard ro-ro ferries and HSC as high-risk vessels, to be inspected as a matter
of priority at regular intervals of four to eight months. It also introduced some exceptions to the requirement
for pre-commencement inspections and, on the other hand, suggested deleting the exemption from
inspections of regular services, proposed by the Commission.

Outcome of the trilogue negotiations
The trilogue meetings concluded on 14 June 2017. The compromise text takes over most of the changes
proposed by the Committee, including the time window between inspections. Also the Parliament’s concerns
related to the working environment of crews were taken on board. In addition, landlocked Member States can
derogate from the provisions of the directive. The Commission’s power to adopt delegated acts is limited to
seven years and Member States will have two years to transpose the directive into national law. The TRAN
Committee endorsed the text on 11 July and it is scheduled to be voted at the October I plenary session.

First-reading report: 2016/0172(COD); Committee
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