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Instrument contributing to stability and peace:
Adaptation for military actors
The European Commission proposes to amend Regulation (EU) No 230/2014 establishing the Instrument
Contributing to Stability and Peace (IcSP) to create the conditions to allow EU budgetary support for systematic
and longer-term EU support for the security sector in third countries, including the military, through capacity-
building programmes, the provision of non-lethal equipment and improvements in infrastructure. Parliament
is due to vote on the proposal during the November II plenary session.

Background
The 2015 joint communication from the European Commission and the High Representative of the Union for
Foreign and Security Policy (HR/VP) on capacity-building in support of security and development (CBSD)
concluded that the absence of systematic and longer-term EU support for defence and military-security sector
capacity-building had negatively affected the overall effectiveness of the EU's support, and continued to
hamper the EU's ability to deal comprehensively with a deteriorating security environment. On 18 May 2015,
the Council of the EU invited the HR/VP and the Commission to develop, in consultation with the Member
States, an EU-wide strategic framework for security-sector reform by mid-2016. A public consultation
concerning how to strengthen the EU's role in capacity-building took place in 2016.

European Commission proposal
In July 2016, the Commission adopted a proposal for a regulation amending Regulation (EU) No 230/2014
establishing an Instrument Contributing to Stability and Peace (IcSP). The proposal aims to adapt the existing
regulation to revised reporting obligations on official development assistance (ODA) on peace and security,
and strengthen the EU's role as a security provider, by introducing new funding opportunities for military
capacity-building in third countries.

European Parliament position
The Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) adopted its report on 11 July 2017. It welcomed the Commission’s
proposal, as it will strengthen the link between security and development, established since 2003 in the
European security strategy, and expressly reiterated since then in each strategic, global and thematic
document from the EU institutions. However, Parliament insisted that funding for this new type of assistance
should not be taken from credits allocated to development assistance.
Trilogue meetings took place on 27 September and 18 October 2017, reaching a provisional agreement on the
proposal, which was subsequently endorsed by the Council's Permanent Representatives Committee
(Coreper) on 27 October 2017. According to a draft declaration which accompanies the agreed text, the new
measures would be financed primarily through the redeployment of existing resources under the general
budget of the Union (Heading IV); €100 million would be allocated for the 2018-2020 period. On
6 November 2017, AFET endorsed the provisional agreement. The text is due to be the subject of a first-
reading vote during the November II plenary session, with a view to its entry into force by the end of the year.

First-reading report: 2016/0207(COD); Committee
responsible: AFET; Rapporteur: Arnaud Danjean (EPP,
France). For further information, see our 'EU Legislation
in progress' briefing.
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