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FoCus 
The future of road transport in the EU

Dear Reader,

Road transport continues to be a dominant mode 
of transport in the European Union and so it 
remains important to further reduce road fatalities, 
to lower CO2 and other emissions of pollutants, 
and to decrease fossil fuel use whilst improving 
the sector’s competitiveness in the global market. 
The TRAN Committee is currently working on 
two Mobility Packages, including a total of 10 
legislative proposals, focusing on this sector. Issues 

debated on in the TRAN Committee include the haulage market, drivers’ 
working conditions, interoperability of road tolling systems and common 
specifications for public transport data, among others. 

Recognising the importance of the road transportation for the economy 
as well as its impact on the environment, the TRAN Committee frequently 
requests studies on this subject from the Policy Department for Structural 
and Cohesion Policies. The studies provide valuable support and assistance 
to the Committee’s work.

Karima Delli, MEP
Chairwoman of the Committee on Transport and Tourism
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Odometer tampering: measures to prevent it 
Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies    November 2017

Odometer tampering is still a widespread 
malpractice in the European Union and 
it affects almost all second-hand car 
markets of its Member States.

This study, requested by the TRAN 
Committee, examines how improvement 
can be made by presenting the best 
practices implemented in some Member 

States and countries outside of the EU, while emphasising their success 
factors and results achieved. Furthermore, the study highlights the available 
technological developments and IT solutions to combat the phenomenon 
with a view to a potential further application by the European automotive 
industry.
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The impact of Brexit on the EU energy system
Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies November 2017   

 The impact of Brexit on the EU’s energy system overall is likely to be limited, but 
special attention should be paid to the Irish energy market. This study provided 
by Policy Department A for the ITRE committee shows that the impact of Brexit 
on EU citizens’ and companies’ energy concerns will be limited. The EU will be 
able to complete its energy market, achieve its climate and energy targets and maintain 
supply security.
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The EU’s market access strategy (MAS)
Policy Department for External Relations December 2017

EU market access strategy has improved EU companies’ access to third countries. 
Although it works quite well more can be done to remove remaining obstacle 
to EU’s trade. The study requested by INTA committee looks at the functioning 
of EU’s market access strategy. It provides valuable insights about the merits 
and flaws of this trade policy tool. The author makes concrete recommendations to the EP, 
aiming at raising awareness of the market access strategy and improving its leverage.

Settlement of disputes arising from the Brexit
Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs November 2017

 The withdrawal of UK raises, among others, the issue of the jurisdiction governing  
the withdrawal agreement and the future relationship agreement. This study, 
requested by AFCO, analyses the various jurisdiction options, under EU law 
and public international law, in settling disputes arising from UK’s Withdrawal 
Agreement from the EU and in the future relationship agreement. It examines the continued 
role of the CJEU and other forms of jurisdiction in these agreements

The next MFF and its flexibility

The negotiations on the next Multiannual Financial Framework will be particularly  
interesting with a debate on how to increase the flexibility of the EU budget. This 
briefing note for BUDG committee provides some reflections on the challenges 
facing the next MFF and discusses ways to enhance the flexibility of the EU 
budget. An analysis of the use of existing flexibility provisions in the current MFF is followed 
by some recommendations on how to enhance flexibility in the post-2020 MFF.

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs November 2017

Good governance and reconciliation in Iraq Jan 2018

10 years cooperation and verification mechanism 
(Bulgaria and Romania) Jan 2018

Brexit and the legal status of EU officials of British 
nationality Jan 2018

The use of chip implants for workers Feb 2018

Compendium of studies on electric mobility Q1 2018
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