AT A GLANCE

People at risk of poverty or social exclusion
This note provides an overview of the risk of poverty or social exclusion in the European Union.
This risk indicator refers to the situation of people either at risk of poverty, or severely materially
deprived or living in a household with a very low work intensity.
As part of the Europe 2020 strategy adopted by the European Council on 17 June 2010, one of the
key targets is the reduction of poverty by lifting at least 20 million people out of risk of poverty or
social exclusion between 2008 and 2020 in the EU 1. This target is unlikely to be met, as the number
of people at risk of poverty or social exclusion in the EU decreased only to 112 million persons, or
22.4 % of the population, against a target of 96 million persons in 2017 (latest annual data
available). However, this aggregated figure masks large variations across Member States.
Chart 1: People at risk of poverty or social exclusion rate in 2017, as % of the total population

Source: Eurostat, extraction date 30/01/2019.
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In relative terms, in the 2008-2017 period the number of people at risk of poverty or social exclusion,
expressed as a percentage of the total population, increased the most in Greece (+6.7 pp),
Luxembourg, (+6.0 pp), Italy (+3.4 pp), Spain (+2.8 pp) and decreased the most in Poland (-11.0 pp),
Romania (-8.5 pp), Latvia (-6.0 pp), Bulgaria (-5.9 pp).
Chart 2: People risk-of-poverty or social exclusion, 2008-2017 variation, in % of total population
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EL LU IT ES NL CY EE LT SE DK BE MT IE DE UK FR SI FI AT HU PT CZ SK BG LV RO PL

Sources: Eurostat, extraction date 31/01/2019; data for Croatia is only available as of 2010.

In absolute terms, in the 2008-2017 period the variation of the number of people at risk of poverty
or social exclusion increased the most in Italy (+2.3 million), Spain (+1.5 million) and Greece (+655
thousand) and decreased the most in Poland (-4.2 million), Romania (-2.1 million) and Germany (828 thousand).

thousand of persons

Chart 3: People risk-of-poverty or social exclusion, 2008-2017 variation, in millions of persons
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Sources: EGOV based on Eurostat, extraction date 31/01/2019; data for Croatia is only available as of 2010.
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The EU poverty reduction target applies to the EU27, as Croatia joined EU in 2013 and data is available only as of 2010. Croatia’s national
target is to reduce to 1 220 000 the number of persons at risk of poverty or social exclusion. When the Europe 2020 strategy was adopted
in 2010, most key social data referred to 2008 as the most recent year of data available, which is why 2008 serves as the baseline year. For
more information, see Eurostat’s statistical book Smarter, greener, more inclusive? - 2018 edition.
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