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South Pacific fisheries management measures
During the January plenary session, Parliament is expected to vote on a Commission proposal
transposing a series of measures adopted by the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management
Organisation (SPRFMO) into EU law for the first time. The European Union is a contracting party to
the SPRFMO, and the binding conservation and management measures adopted by this organisation
must be transposed to become applicable to fishing vessels flying the flag of a Member State.

Background
The SPRFMO, in force since 2012, is one of the most recent regional fisheries management organisations
(RFMOs). It has 15 members and two cooperating non-contracting parties. It is responsible for managing
fisheries resources in the high seas of the South Pacific, with the exception of highly migratory tuna and
associated species, which are managed by other dedicated tuna RFMOs. Currently, the main species fished in
the SPRFMO area are jack mackerel and jumbo flying squid in the southeast Pacific and, to a lesser degree, deep-
sea species often associated with seamounts in the south-west Pacific, such as the orange roughy. The EU fleet
active in the South Pacific under SPRFMO management comprises large pelagic trawlers from the Netherlands,
Germany, Lithuania and Poland, fishing for jack mackerel outside the exclusive economic zone of Chile.

European Commission proposal
On 29 March 2017, the Commission adopted a proposal to transpose into EU law the conservation and
management measures adopted by the SPRFMO as of January 2017. The proposal applies to EU vessels either
fishing in the SPRFMO Convention area or transhipping fisheries products caught in this area (i.e. unloading
fisheries products from one vessel to another). It also applies to non-EU fishing vessels accessing EU ports and
carrying fisheries products harvested in the SPRFMO area. The proposal does not cover the EU's fishing
opportunities for jack mackerel decided by the SPRFMO (which are allocated annually by the Council), nor the
measures already in place in the EU under the regulations on control 1224/2009 and on illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing 1005/2008. The proposal includes several distinct types of measure. Some concern the
management of jack mackerel fisheries and the reduction of seabird capture. Other measures detail the
procedures for authorising and managing bottom fishing (which involves gear that comes into contact with the
seafloor), and exploratory fisheries (i.e. fisheries that have not been subject to fishing with a particular gear or
technique for the previous 10 years). A wide range of control measures are also covered, including enforcement
rules on dealing with infringements of SPRFMO measures and inclusion of fishing vessels on the SPRFMO IUU list.

European Parliament position
On 21 November 2017, Parliament's Committee on Fisheries (PECH) adopted its report on the proposal. The
report considers that the proposal has largely made a comprehensive transposition of the measures adopted
by the SPRFMO. Nevertheless, it brings the proposal into line with SPRFMO documents, as regards the
definition of the Convention area and of certain terms, such as 'fishing vessel'. In addition, the report amends
the proposal to include SPRFMO measures prohibiting the use of large-scale pelagic driftnets and of all
deepwater gillnets, which were not addressed in the Commission text.

First-reading report: 2017/0056(COD); Committee
responsible: PECH; Rapporteur: Linnéa Engström
(Greens/EFA, Sweden). For further information, see our
'at a glance' note, South Pacific fisheries management
measures: Transposition into EU law.
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