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Clean energy in the European Union
In November 2016, the Commission adopted the clean energy package, of eight legislative proposals
on energy efficiency, renewables, electricity markets and governance. During the January plenary
session, Parliament will vote on three reports relating to the package: a revised energy efficiency
directive, a recast directive on the promotion of renewable energy sources, and a new regulation on
governance of the energy union. The aim is to gain a mandate for trilogue negotiations on all three.

European Commission proposals
Energy efficiency
The 2012 Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) seeks to deliver the indicative target of 20 % efficiency
improvements across the EU by 2020. The Commission’s proposal aims to align the EED to the 2030 EU climate
and energy framework, by setting a binding EU target of 30 % efficiency improvements by 2030, to be achieved
by means of indicative national targets.
Promotion of renewables
The 2009 Renewables Directive (RED) seeks to deliver the binding target of 20 % renewable energy sources
(RES) in EU final energy consumption by 2020, through varied but equally binding national targets. The
Commission’s proposal would align the RED to the goals of the 2030 EU climate and energy framework, by
setting a binding target of 27 % RES in final EU energy consumption by 2030, to be achieved without new
binding national targets. The Commission proposal also includes provisions to strengthen the sustainability
and greenhouse gas savings criteria for biofuels.
Governance of the energy union
The proposal for a new regulation on energy union governance would oblige Member States to develop
integrated climate and energy plans for the 2021-2030 period (and ten-year intervals thereafter). Draft plans
would be prepared in advance and reviewed by the Commission. Member States would issue biennial progress
reports. Integrated plans would simplify the monitoring process and streamline new and existing reporting
requirements in the climate and energy fields, resulting in a reduction of the administrative burden.

European Parliament position
On 28 November 2017, Parliament's Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) adopted its report
on the proposal on energy efficiency (2017/0376(COD)). It proposes to increase the binding EU target to 40 %
efficiency improvements by 2030, and to achieve this by means of binding national targets that vary by
Member State. On the same day, the ITRE committee adopted its report on the proposal on promotion of
renewables (2016/0382(COD)). It proposes to raise the binding EU target to 35 % RES by 2030 (12 % in
transport for each Member State) and achieve this goal through varied but equally binding national targets.
On 7 December, the ITRE and ENVI committees adopted a joint report on the proposal on governance of the
Energy Union (2016/0375(COD)). They propose to increase the frequency of the integrated plans, oblige these
to include provisions on energy poverty, plan for a longer-term perspective (until 2050), and facilitate regional
cooperation on RES infrastructure.

First-reading reports: 2017/0376(COD), Committee
responsible: ITRE, Rapporteur: Miroslav Poche (S&D, Czech
Republic); 2016/0382(COD), José Blanco López, (S&D, Spain);
2016/0375(COD), ITRE/ENVI, Claude Turmes (Greens/EFA,
Luxembourg) & Michèle Rivasi, (Greens/EFA, France).
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