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EU-Mauritius fisheries agreement: New protocol
European Parliament consent is requested for the conclusion of a new protocol associated with the EU's fisheries
agreement with Mauritius. The protocol, allowing EU vessels to fish in Mauritian waters and setting out the
fishing opportunities available to the EU fleet, as well as the EU financial contribution, will be the subject of a
plenary vote during the April session.

Background
The EU fisheries agreement with Mauritius is part of a network of EU tuna agreements in the western Indian
Ocean that also includes agreements with Madagascar, Seychelles, Mozambique and the Comoros (see
map). However, the agreements with Mozambique and the Comoros are not active (i.e. there is no
implementation protocol in force and EU fishing vessels therefore cannot operate in their waters).
Moreover, the agreement with the Comoros is subject to an ongoing termination procedure on grounds of
illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing.
The first EU-Mauritius fisheries agreement was concluded in 1989. Bilateral fisheries relations continued
uninterrupted until the expiration of the 2003-2007 protocol, when the two parties could not agree on the
conditions for its renewal. After the resumption of the negotiations, the current agreement was concluded
and entered into force on 28 January 2014, for a period of six years, tacitly renewable for additional periods
of three years. The three year protocol associated with the agreement expired on 27 January 2017.

European Commission proposal
Following negotiations between the Commission and the
government of Mauritius, a new protocol was initialled on
26 April 2017. The protocol, signed on 8 December 2017 and
applied provisionally since that date, covers a four year
period. It provides fishing opportunities for up to 40 purse
seiners (22 from Spain, 16 from France and 2 from Italy) and
45 longliners (29 from France, 12 from Spain and 4 from
Portugal). In return, the EU will pay an annual contribution of
€575 000, of which €220 000 represent access rights to
Mauritius waters (corresponding to a reference tonnage of
4 000 tonnes per year), €220 000 are allocated to supporting
the Mauritius fisheries sector, and €135 000 to developing an
ocean economy cooperation framework.

European Parliament position
On 27 February 2018, the Committee on Fisheries
recommended by 19 votes to 3 that Parliament gives its
consent to the Council decision on the conclusion of the
protocol, with the Committee on Budgets providing a
favourable opinion. This recommendation will now be
considered in plenary in April.
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