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South Pacific fisheries management measures
As a contracting party to the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (SPRFMO), the European
Union must transpose the binding conservation and management measures adopted by this organisation into
EU law, so that they become applicable to EU fishing vessels. A provisional agreement of the Parliament and the
Council on the first transposition of SPRFMO measures is scheduled for a plenary vote during the May II session.

Background
The SPRFMO, in force since 2012, is one of the
youngest regional fisheries management
organisations (RFMOs). It is responsible for
managing fisheries resources in the high seas of
the South Pacific, with the exception of highly
migratory tuna and associated species, which are
managed by other dedicated tuna RFMOs.
Currently, the main pelagic species fished in the
SPRFMO area are jack mackerel and jumbo flying
squid. The EU fleet active in the South Pacific
under SPRFMO management comprises large
pelagic trawlers from the Netherlands, Germany,
Lithuania and Poland, fishing for jack mackerel
outside the exclusive economic zone of Chile.

European Commission proposal
On 29 March 2017, the Commission adopted a proposal to transpose into EU law the conservation and
management measures adopted by the SPRFMO as of January 2017. The proposal includes a wide range of
measures, from management of jack mackerel fisheries and reduction of seabird capture, to procedures for
authorising and managing bottom fishing (which involves gear that comes into contact with the seafloor),
and exploratory fisheries (which have not been subject to fishing for the previous 10 years). Various control
measures are also covered, including enforcement rules on dealing with infringements of SPRFMO
measures and inclusion of vessels on the SPRFMO list of illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing.

European Parliament position
The Parliament voted on its amendments to the proposal in plenary on 16 January 2018. After one round
of interinstitutional negotiations, the Parliament and the Council reached a provisional agreement on
26 February 2018. The text, approved by the PECH committee on 24 April 2018, aligns the proposal with
SPRFMO documents as regards the definition of the Convention area and of certain terms (such as 'fishing
vessel'), and amends the proposal to include SPRFMO measures prohibiting the use of large-scale pelagic
driftnets and of all deepwater gillnets, which were not addressed in the proposal. The text also introduces
a new article in the control measures section, on the use of satellite-tracking devices installed on board EU
vessels, i.e. the vessel monitoring system (VMS).

First-reading report 2017/0056(COD); Committee
responsible: PECH; Rapporteur Linnéa Engström (Greens/EFA,
Sweden). For further information see our 'At a glance' note.
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