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Amending Budget No 1 to the 2018 EU budget
Mobilisation of the European Union Solidarity Fund

The European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF) supports EU Member States struck by natural disaster, through
providing financial assistance to contribute to a rapid return to normal conditions. A budgetary proposal to
mobilise the EUSF in order to help Greece deal with earthquakes in Lesbos, France with hurricanes in the
Caribbean, and Portugal and Spain with forest fires is scheduled to be voted during the May II plenary session.
The decision entails adopting Draft Amending Budget (DAB) 1/2018 to account for the mobilisation of
€97 646 105 in EUSF funds.

Background
In the course of 2017, Greece, France, Portugal and Spain were each struck by natural disasters. The Greek
island of Lesbos was hit by an earthquake reaching 6.3 on the Richter scale, with total direct damage
estimated at €54.4 million. Two Category 5 hurricanes, Irma and Maria, struck the French Caribbean islands
of Saint Martin, Guadeloupe and Martinique, causing damage estimated at €1 956.2 million. Portugal’s
Central and Northern regions suffered a series of major forest fires, with total direct damage estimated at
€1 458 million. In the Spanish region of Galicia, forest fires caused €129.1 million in damage.
The Commission has proposed the following amounts in assistance to the Member States affected:
€1 359 119 (Greece), €48 906 025 (France), €50 673 132 (Portugal) and €3 228 675 (Spain). In total,
assistance provided under the EUSF would amount to €104 166 951.
DAB 1/2018 enters the required amount of €97 646 105 into the 2018 EU budget, after having deducted
advances totalling €6 520 846 already disbursed to Greece, France and Portugal in 2017. This follows the
Commission’s proposal to amend the 2018 budget and to increase budget line 13 0 6 01: 'Assistance to
Member States in the event of a major natural disaster with serious repercussions on living conditions, the
natural environment or the economy', by €97 646 105.

Reports in the Committee on Budgets
The Committee on Budgets report supported the mobilisation of the EUSF while expressing regret over the
number of lives lost in the natural disasters. The report calls on Member States to invest in preventing such
catastrophes, including through the use of EU structural and investment funds. The report welcomes the
Commission’s proposal for a new EU Civil Protection Mechanism, and calls for special terms for ultra-
peripheral regions that are particularly vulnerable to natural disasters.
In its report on Draft Amending Budget No 1/2018, the Committee on Budgets endorses the Council’s
position on topping up the 2018 budget with €97 646 105 in both commitment and payment
appropriations.

Mobilisation of the EUSF. Budgetary procedure: 2018/2029(BUD); Committee responsible: BUDG; Rapporteur:
José Manuel Fernandes (EPP, Portugal).

DAB 1/2018. Budgetary procedure: 2018/2030(BUD); Committee responsible: BUDG; Rapporteur: Siegfried
Mureşan (EPP, Romania).
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