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Amending Budget No 3 to the 2018 EU budget:
Facility for Refugees in Turkey

Draft Amending Budget No 3/2018 (DAB 3/2018) proposes to add €500 million in commitment appropriations
to the 2018 budget as the EU contribution to the second tranche of the Facility for Refugees in Turkey (FRT). The
funding is needed, inter alia, to continue paying the salaries of over 5 000 teachers providing education to more
than 300 000 refugee children in Turkey. During the July plenary session, the European Parliament is expected
to vote on the Council position on DAB 3/2018. Although with some hesitation, the European Parliament's
Committee on Budgets recommends the adoption of DAB 3/2018.

Background
Turkey hosts refugees and migrants totalling 3.8 million people, mainly from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Iran
and Somalia. On 24 November 2015, the European Commission established the Facility for Refugees in
Turkey, which is a coordination mechanism to mobilise resources from the EU budget itself, as well as
additional contributions from Member States integrated in the EU budget as external assigned revenue.
The funding for the years 2016-2017 was €3 billion. The European Commission's second annual report on
the Facility for Refugees in Turkey stated that the facility provides much needed assistance to refugees and
to host communities.
The EU-Turkey statement of 18 March 2016 committed the EU to mobilise additional funding for the facility
by end-2018, bringing the total budget for the facility to €6 billion. Therefore an additional €3 billion (a
'second tranche') needs to be allocated to the facility for the years 2018 and 2019.
Draft amending budget No 3/2018 aims to add €500 million in commitment appropriations to the
2018 Union budget as the 2018 EU contribution to the second tranche, in addition to the €50 million
financed from the existing Humanitarian Aid budgetary envelope in 2018. No reinforcement in payment
appropriations is proposed at this stage. The remaining EU budget contribution to the facility will be
decided under the 2019 EU budget negotiations. The Commission proposes an amount of €1.45 billion,
which would lead to a €2 billion EU budget contribution in total for the second tranche of the FRT.

European Parliament position
On 28 June 2018, the Committee on Budgets (BUDG) adopted its report. It underlines that the European
Parliament supports the continuation of the FRT. However the report emphasises that the Parliament, as
one of the two arms of the budgetary authority, must be fully associated with the decision-making process
relating to the extension of the FRT. The BUDG committee regrets that the Commission did not include the
2018 financing of the FRT in its 2018 draft budget at any stage of the 2018 budgetary procedure. Noting
that the purpose of DAB 3/2018 is primarily to allow for continuation of the schooling of refugee children
in Turkey, the report recommends adopting DAB 3/2018, therefore feeding €500 million from the EU
budget to the FRT. It also underlines that this decision is without prejudice to its position on the remaining
part of the financing of the second tranche of the FRT within the 2019 budgetary procedure.

Budgetary procedure: 2018/2072(BUD); Committee responsible: BUDG; Rapporteur: Siegfried Mureșan (EPP,
Romania).
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