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Promotion of clean and energy-efficient vehicles 
In November 2017, the Commission adopted a legislative proposal for a revised directive on the promotion of 
clean and energy-efficient road transport vehicles (Clean Vehicles Directive), as part of its 'clean mobility 
package'. During the October II 2018 plenary session, Parliament is due to vote on the report of the Committee 
on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI), adopted on 10 October 2018. 

Background 
The current Clean Vehicles Directive aims at incentivising different procurers (subject to the EU public 
procurement directives and the public service regulation) to invest in environment-friendly vehicles. 
However, the Commission's evaluation found the results have been limited because of the low market share 
of vehicles purchased in public procurement and ineffectiveness of the monetisation methodology applied. 

Commission proposal 
The proposed directive aims to promote clean-mobility solutions in public procurement tenders (purchase, 
lease, rent or hire-purchase of road transport vehicles, and public service contracts on public passenger 
transport by road and rail) and thereby raise the demand for and the further deployment of clean vehicles. 
For light-duty vehicles, the proposal would provide a definition of clean vehicles based on combined CO2 
and air pollutant emissions thresholds; for heavy-duty vehicles, a definition based on alternative fuels (with 
the possibility to use emission thresholds after the adoption of CO2 emission standards). CO2 emission 
thresholds for light-duty vehicles would range between 25 and 40 grams CO2/km for 2025 and drop to zero 
in 2030. Emissions of air pollutants would have to be at least 20 % below the emission limits set in the 
Euro 6 standard. The proposal would set minimum procurement targets for each vehicle category and each 
Member State. For light-duty vehicles, Member States would have to reach a share between 16 % and 35 %. 
For buses, Member States' targets would range from 29 % to 50 % (2025) and from 43 % to 75 % (2030), and 
for trucks, from 6 % to 10 % (2025) and from 7 % to 15 % (2030). The proposal would introduce a reporting 
and monitoring framework and abolish the monetisation of lifetime emissions and fuel consumption. 

European Parliament position 
The ENVI committee adopted its report (rapporteur: Andrzej Grzyb, EPP, Poland) on 10 October 2018. It links 
the definition of clean vehicle to Directive 2014/94/EU on alternative fuels infrastructure in order to create 
long-term predictability and stability, and foster the deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure; allows 
the counting of retrofitted vehicles towards procurement targets; raises the procurement targets for light-
duty vehicles; introduces procurement targets for EU institutions, agencies and bodies; allows the counting 
of procured trams and metro trains towards the minimum procurement target for buses; extends the scope 
of the directive to public service contracts for waste collection and parcel and mail delivery services; 
introduces provisions to protect EU manufacturers from unfair competition from companies based in 
countries where EU manufacturers do not have access to public procurement tenders; underlines the need 
for EU financial support to contracting authorities and contracting entities that face additional costs linked 
to the achievement of the minimum procurement targets for light- and heavy-duty vehicles; and calls for 
accounting of CO2 emissions based on a well-to-wheel (lifecycle) approach. 

First-reading report: 2017/0291(COD); Committee 
responsible: ENVI; Rapporteur: Andrzej Grzyb (EPP, Poland). 
For further information, see our 'EU Legislation in progress' 
briefing.  

 

mailto:eprs@ep.europa.eu
http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank
http://epthinktank.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/urban/vehicles/directive_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/facts-fundings/evaluations/doc/2015-09-21-ex-post-evaluation-directive-2009-33-ec.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=CELEX:52017PC0653
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/automotive/environment-protection/emissions_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA8-2018-0202%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2018)614720
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/0291(COD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2018)614690

	Background
	Commission proposal
	European Parliament position

