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Parliament's reading of the 2019 EU budget 
During the October II plenary session, the European Parliament is due to decide whether and how to amend the 
Council's position on the 2019 draft EU budget. The report adopted by the Committee on Budgets reverses 
almost all of the cuts proposed by the Council. Furthermore, it increases appropriations for a number of 
Parliament's priorities linked to sustainable growth, competitiveness, security, migration and young people, and 
reduces the EU budget contribution to the financing of the Facility for Refugees in Turkey. 

The budgetary procedure for 2019 
On 23 May 2018, the Commission presented its draft general budget of the EU for 2019. The draft amounts 
to €165.6 billion in commitments, an increase of 3.1 % as compared to the 2018 budget. As far as payments 
are concerned the draft totals €148.7 billion, a 2.7 % increase over 2018. Commitments are at the level of 
1 % of the EU's combined gross national income (GNI), and payments at 0.9 % of GNI. 
On 4 September 2018, the Council, one arm of the budgetary authority, adopted its reading of the draft 
budget, proposing to reduce commitments to €164.1 billion (-0.9 % on the draft budget) and payments to 
€148.2 billion (-0.4 %). The European Parliament (EP), the other arm of the budgetary authority, has 42 days 
from receiving the Council's communication on its reading to approve or amend it. 

The report of Parliament's Committee on Budgets 
Following the consultation of Parliament's specialised committees, and the examination of 1 967 
amendments, the EP's Committee on Budgets (BUDG) has now submitted its report on the Council's 
position for debate and a vote in the EP plenary. The report opposes most of the Council's cuts, thus 
reflecting the EP's priorities for next year's EU budget as agreed in the March 2018 resolution on general 
guidelines for the preparation of the 2019 budget. 
The BUDG report increases the Commission's original proposal by €721 million in commitments, bringing 
it to €166.3 billion. The level of payments is increased to €149.4 billion. The report enumerates the EP's 
priorities as 'sustainable growth, innovation, competitiveness, security, tackling root causes of refugees and 
migration flows, managing refugee and migration flows, the fight against climate change and the transition 
to renewable energy, and a particular focus on young people'. Those priorities translate into budgetary 
amendments, inter alia, adding €406.5 million to Horizon 2020 and the Connecting Europe Facility, 
€362 million to Erasmus+ and €346.7 million to the Youth Employment Initiative. Moreover, appropriations 
are increased for COSME (Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs programme), climate-related actions, 
security-related European agencies, Development and Cooperation Instrument (DCI) and the Southern and 
Eastern parts of the European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI). The report insists that Member States 
should contribute €2 billion to the second tranche of the Facility for Refugees in Turkey, and the EU budget 
€1 billion. This leads to cutting €1 billion compared to the initial draft budget for 2019. 
In the EP reading, the margins of Headings 1a, 1b, 3 and 4 of the budget are exhausted, and substantial 
mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument and the Global Margin for Commitments would be required.  

A trilogue meeting between the Parliament, Commission and Council is planned for 22 October 2018. A 21-day 
conciliation period lasts up to 19 November 2018. Should no agreement be reached between the EP and the 
Council by the end of that period, the Commission would have to table a new draft budget for the year 2019.  

 

Budgetary procedure - Rule 88: 2018/2046(BUD); Committee responsible: BUDG; Rapporteurs: Daniele Viotti 
(S&D, Italy) – Section II: Commission, and Paul Rübig (EPP, Austria) – other sections.  
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