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Focus

Close cooperation with distinct competences and different roles

 
Dear Reader,
 
Within their own competences, CONT and
BUDG committees have been cooperating
closely on a number of important topics such
as MFF 2021-2027, Brexit and its financial
implications, EU funding for migration, the
scrutiny of budgets and performance of the

EU agencies. Both committees were jointly responsible for the revision of the
Financial Regulation, which resulted in a more user-friendly rulebook with
simplified procedures allowing increased transparency and results-oriented
implementation of the EU budget. Furthermore, both committees are
currently working on the Rule of Law dossier.
 
Another priority for both committees is performance-based budgeting. We
thank the Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs for providing high-level
independent expertise and for their committed work.
 

Inge Grässle, MEP
Chair of the Committee on Budgetary Control

Jean Arthuis, MEP
Chair of  the Committee on Budgets

Forthcoming events
 ITRE Enhancing sector coupling in the 

EU to foster grid stability

Study presentation - 18 MAR 2019 - 15:00 - 

JAN 02Q002

 INTA Balanced and fairer world trade 
defence

Workshop - 2 APR 2019 - 16:00-18:00 - 

ASP 03G002

 PETI Conflict of interest in the EU 
institutions

Workshop - 2 APR 2019
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Aligning the budget with the Performance-Based Budgeting

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs

Existing studies of EU Performance
Budgeting and audits have recognised the
strengths of EU Performance Budgeting (PB)
but also identified a range of improvement
opportunities. Building on these, and on
discussions with EU institutional actors
involved in EU budgetary processes, this
study explores the PB practices in a selection

of five EU Member states (Austria, Estonia, France, Ireland and Sweden) and
makes recommendations on possible enhancements to EU Performance
Budgeting.
.
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Contacts
Policy Department for Economic, Scientific 

and Quality of Life Policies

ECON - EMPL - ENVI - ITRE - IMCO

poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion 

Policies

TRAN - REGI - AGRI - PECH - CULT

poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and 

Constitutional Affairs

JURI - LIBE - AFCO - FEMM - PETI

poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs

BUDG - CONT

poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department for External Relations

AFET - DROI - SEDE - DEVE - INTA

poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu
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Recent publications

Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals
Policy Department for External Affairs

The Agenda 2030 on Sustainable Development offers a unique framework for
sustainability. This requires a shift in governance, both at administration and parliament
levels. The study requested by the DEVE committee examines the governance
frameworks for SGD implementation in all EU Member States and at EU level. Member
States are integrating SDGs into national strategies, and national parliaments show increasing activity.
The authors recommend the EU learns from and support these initiatives.

Impact of digitalisation on international tax matters
Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies

The scale of and pace of digitalisation coupled with aggressive tax planning schemes to
shift profits to low-tax jurisdictions is putting pressure on tax administrations. The paper
discusses tax challenges posed by digitalisation, especially regarding new business
models and value creation processes, the impact of Base Erosion and Profit Shifting
(BEPS) actions, unilateral measures and recent tax developments in the European Union and the
United States.
 

Impacts of the digital economy on the food chain and the CAP
Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies

What are the key technology advancements of the “farm-tech revolution” to date? What
are the impacts on the evolution of agri-food chain and the value chain? Agriculture is
impacted by global trends related to demographics, economics and climate change. New
available technologies can boost effectiveness and reduce risks. A “farm-tech revolution”
is emerging within the scope of global trends which generate structural changes in farms and the wider
value chain in unexplored ways.

The Council: structure, working methods and transparency 
Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs

Parliament has highlighted the need to increase transparency in the Council's legislative
process and also proposed ways to transform the Council to "a true legislative chamber".
The study discusses the parliamentary nature of the Council. It analyses how the Council
is in between a pure parliamentary institution and a non-parliamentary one from a wide
range of perspectives, for example its structure, procedure and transparency. It recommends
incremental reforms towards further parliamentarisation. 

Forthcoming publications
BUDG Gender responsive EU budgeting - March 2019

INTA EU investment protection after the ECJ opinion on Singapore - March 2019

IMCO Contribution of the Internal Market to growth - April 2019

JURI Artificial Intelligence and civil law: liability rules for drones - April 2019

Artificial Intelligence and civil law: liability rules for drones - April 2019

Artificial Intelligence and civil law: liability rules for drones - April 2019

Artificial Intelligence and civil law: liability rules for drones - April 2019

Join the network
Policy departments provide in-house and

external expertise to support EP committees and

other parliamentary bodies in shaping legislation

and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU

policies. Send your details: ep-

policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

All publications:

www.europarl.europa.eu/

supporting-analyses
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