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Focus

Business and human rights: a strategic priority

 
Dear Reader,
 
Addressing the adverse impact of business activities on
human rights and exploring ways and means of improvements
in this field has been a strategic priority of the Human Rights
Subcommittee throughout the EP’s eighth term. Our 2017
report on corporate liability for human rights abuses set an
ambitious agenda supported by a study on the implementation
of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights.
 

An EP resolution in 2018 strongly backed a binding treaty to create a level playing
field for business operations globally. At EU level, efforts to enhance accountability
and due diligence are on the rise. The 2019 study on access to legal remedies for
victims of corporate abuses abroad, commissioned by the Policy Department for
DG EXPO, analyses in detail 12 cases that reached EU courts and provides
concrete policy recommendations. 
 

Pier Antonio Panzeri, MEP
Chair of the Subcommittee on Human Rights

Fact Sheets

Fact Sheets are

designed to provide non-

specialists with a

straightforward and

accurate overview of the

EU institutions and policies, and of the role

that the European Parliament plays in their

development. With access to around 180 Fact

Sheets, readers will find that this is a concise

yet comprehensive source of information.

 
Fact Sheets cover five main areas: How the

European Union works; Economy, science

and quality of life; Cohesion, growth and jobs;

Citizens: fundamental rights, security and

justice; and the EU’s external relations.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu

/factsheets

Access to legal remedies for victims of corporate abuses

Policy Department for External Affairs

Holding EU corporations accountable for alleged
human rights abuses in third countries remains
challenging. Barriers and opportunies vary
between EU Member States. The study provides
an in-depth analysis of 12 cases in EU courts,
identifying legal, procedural and practical
obstacles victims face. To improve access to
justice, the authors recommend strengthened due
diligence requirements for companies, judicial
capacity building in host states and support for

human rights defenders.
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Recent publications

Sampling points for air quality
Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies

Air quality monitoring at fixed sites is a major instrument to check compliance with limits or target

values which have been set for the protection of human health. The Ambient Air Quality Directive

(2008/50/EC) provides for air quality monitoring at fixed sites as a key tool. This study analyses the

criteria for the location of monitoring sites in five Member States to identify ambiguous provisions

that might lead to different assessments of air pollution exposure.

Science and scientific literacy as an educational challenge
Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies

Scientific literacy goes beyond the mere knowledge of scientific content. It is the ability to
engage critically with and make informed decisions about science-related issues.
European societies are faced with emerging threats relating to the spread of disinformation
and pseudo-science. In this context, fostering scientific literacy can provide people with
tools to navigate and critically address the vast amounts of information exchanged in public debate,
and support democratic processes.
 

Disinformation and propaganda - impact on rule of law
Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs

New technology has transformed the operation and structure of the democratic public sphere in

general, and made society more vulnerable to disinformation campaigns. This study, requested by

the LIBE Committee, assesses the impact of disinformation and propaganda disseminated through

online social media. It examines effects on the functioning of the rule of law, democracy and

fundamental rights in the EU and its Member States, and makes recommendations in view of the EP elections.

Gender responsive EU budgeting
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs

This study investigates whether, and to what extent, progress has been made in gender budgeting

in the EU since the publication of the 2015 Study. It finds that the absence of overall and consistent

commitment to gender equality in the EU budget and the budgetary process continues. As a result,

it calls on the EC, EP and Council to take legislative action to anchor gender equality to all policies

that receive funding from the EU budget. 

Forthcoming publications
CONT The EPPO: strategies for coping with complexity - April 2019

EMPL Labour mobility and recognition in the regulated professions - April 2019

FEMM Professional status of rural women - May 2019

INTA Balanced and fairer world trade defence - EU, US and WTO perspectives - May 2019

REGI Assesment of the European Urban Agenda - July 2019

Join the network
Policy departments provide in-house and

external expertise to support EP committees

and other parliamentary bodies in shaping

legislation and exercising democratic

scrutiny over EU policies. Send your details: 

ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

All publications:

www.europarl.europa.eu

/supporting-analyses

 

 

 

 

: The items contained herein are drafted by the policy departments of the European Parliament and are provided for general informationDisclaimer

purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of

the European Parliament. © Images used under the license from Shutterstock.com. Photo of the Chairperson © European Union (2019)

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/631055/IPOL_STU(2019)631055_EN.pdf
http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/import/mhnl_apr_2019/poldep-a.jpg
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/629188/IPOL_STU(2019)629188_EN.pdf
http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/import/mhnl_apr_2019/poldep-b-shutterstock_713585521.jpg
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/608864/IPOL_STU(2019)608864_EN.pdf
http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/import/mhnl_apr_2019/poldep-c-propaganda_study.jpg
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/621801/IPOL_STU(2019)621801_EN.pdf
http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/import/mhnl_apr_2019/poldep-d-shutterstock_1114783442.jpg
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses

