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Dear Reader, 

As Europe cautiously emerges from 
complete lockdown, the European  
Parliament and its committees will play 
a key role in shaping the  
European exit strategy from this  
public health crisis and the necessary 
measures towards rebuilding our 
economy. Supporting these crucial  
deliberations, the Policy Departments 
have already provided a number of 

briefings on the pandemic and on the exceptional measures taken at 
EU level. A dedicated newsletter is keeping the ECON, EMPL, ENVI, 
ITRE and IMCO committees updated about recent developments and 
relevant expertise. At the same time, the Policy Departments' regular 
work continues providing expert input for Members on legislative 

proposals and own-initiative reports.  

Riccardo RIBERA d'ALCALÁ 
Director-General for Internal Policies of the Union 

Fact Sheets pro-
vide non-
specialists with a 
straightforward 
and accurate 
overview of the 
EU institutions and policies, and of the role   
the European Parliament plays in their  
development.  

With access to around 180 Fact Sheets, rea-
ders will find that this is a concise yet com-
prehensive source of information. 

Fact Sheets cover five main areas: How the 
European Union works; Economy, science 
and quality of life; Cohesion, growth and 
jobs; Citizens: fundamental rights, security 
and justice; and the EU’s external relations.  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets 

 

FACT SHEETS FOCUS 

As we face a pandemic crisis and deep 
economic and social disruption, this 
dramatic situation has shown above 
all the importance of joint European  

action.    

The ECON, EMPL, ENVI, ITRE and 
IMCO committees will play a key role 

in shaping the European response to the pandemic and its fallout. 
With this COVID-19 newsletter, the Policy Department for Economic, 
Scientific and Quality of Life Policies will keep committees updated 

about recent developments and relevant expertise.  

Scan the QR code 
to access the publication 

Policy Department for Economic,  
Scientific and Quality of Life Policies 
ECON - EMPL - ENVI - ITRE - IMCO 
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu 

Policy Department for Structural and  
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

Assessment of the Just Transition Fund proposal  

The objective of the Just Transition Mechanism is to provide support to  
territories facing serious socio-economic challenges arising from the transition to  
climate neutrality. This briefing focuses on the most concrete elements of the EC’s 
proposals: the JTF regulation proposal that lays down its objective and  
geographical coverage, the methodology for the allocation of resources and the con-
tent of the territorial just transition plans required to underpin the  
programming, and the targeted amendments.  

Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies 

COVID-19 - Democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights 

The spread of COVID-19 in the EU has led Member States to adopt a series of emer-
gency measures. What is their impact on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental 
rights? This briefing covers the impact of COVID-19 measures in the EU 27, the UK 
and international and EU institutions on the areas such as state of emergency and 
exceptional powers, parliaments and the judiciary, free movement, freedom of  
expression and of the media, freedom of assembly, privacy and data protection, 

asylum, prisons, and discrimination and vulnerable groups. 

Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs  

"Juste retour" perspective on the EU Budget  

A net budgetary balance is a highly misleading indicator of the benefits from EU  
membership. Budgetary decisions taken on this basis result in biased policies. They 
are focused on programmes with monetary backflows into Member States. This brie-
fing presents strategies to overcome the ‘juste retour’ perspective as a precondition 
for a European budget devoted to genuine European added value and the EU’s future 
capability to reach its ambitious plans.  

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs  

Biodiversity as a Human Right  

The EU can play a global leadership role in recognising and adressing the link between 
biodiversity loss and human rights. Full enjoyment of human rights such as the rights 
to life, health, food and water depend on healthy ecosystems. The EU can contribute 
to the recognition and protection of biodiversity related rights through research,  
multilateral engagement, trade relations, development cooperation, and support to 
environmental defenders.  

Policy Department for External Relations  
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BUDG     EU Just Transition Fund - from fossil fuels to sustainable 

         energy - May 2020 

Policy departments provide in-house and exter-
nal expertise to support EP  
committees and other parliamentary bodies in 
shaping legislation and exercising  
democratic scrutiny over EU policies.  
Send your details to: 
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu 

All publications: 
www.europarl.europa.eu/

supporting-analyses 

ENVI       Brazil  and the Amazon rainforest  -  May 2020 

   ITRE   SME focus – long term strategy for the European  

        industrial future - May 2020  

REGI      The Role of Evaluation in Cohesion Policy  - May 2020  

INTA      Trade and Biodiversity  - June 2020  
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