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Vacancy for a Parliament Vice-President 
On 7 October 2020, the European Parliament approved by an overwhelming majority the appointment of 
Mairead McGuinness as European Commissioner for Financial Services, Financial Stability and Capital Markets 
Union, as well as the change of portfolio of Commission Executive Vice-President Valdis Dombrovskis, to become 
the new Trade Commissioner. Mairead McGuinness was subsequently appointed by the Council (Article 246 of 
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, TFEU) on 12 October and thus ceased to be a Member of 
the European Parliament as well as its first Vice-President. Parliament is expected to hold a vote on the election 
of a new Vice-President during the November I plenary part-session.  

Background  
The plenary vote of 7 October followed the public hearings of Mairead McGuinness and Valdis Dombrovskis 
the previous week, in front of the Committees on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON) and on 
International Trade (INTA) respectively. The nomination of McGuinness, accompanied by the reshuffle in 
portfolios, followed the resignation of Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan. Commissioner McGuinness leaves 
the European Parliament after 16 years as a Member and vacates the post of Vice-President that she has 
held since 2014. In July 2019, at the beginning of the current term she was re-elected First Vice-President, a 
position that she had occupied since 2017. Her responsibilities in the current term included, inter alia, 
relations with national parliaments and the Conference of Parliamentary Committees for Union Affairs of 
Parliaments of the EU (COSAC), dialogue with religious and philosophical organisations (Article 17 TFEU), 
administrative consequences of the United Kingdom's withdrawal from the EU, and conciliation, together 
with Vice-Presidents Katarina Barley and Nicola Beer. 

Election and duties of Parliament's Vice Presidents 
The 14 Vice-Presidents are elected for a two and a half year term during the first sitting of the parliamentary 
session (and again at mid-term), immediately after the election of the President (Rules 17 and 19 of the 
Rules of Procedure). The duties of a Vice-President (Rule 23) include replacing the President in the discharge 
of his/her duties, for instance to chair plenary sittings when the President is absent, and sitting as a member 
of the Parliament's Bureau (Rule 25). The Bureau – composed of the President, 14 Vice-Presidents and 
5 Quaestors, the latter in an advisory capacity only – is broadly responsible for taking financial, 
organisational and administrative decisions to ensure the smooth functioning of the Parliament. Three Vice-
Presidents are also responsible for conciliation, the final stage of the ordinary legislative procedure, and, in 
that capacity, are permanent members of the Parliament's delegation to the Conciliation Committee 
(Rule 77.3). Vice-Presidents responsible for relations between the European Parliament and national 
parliaments regularly report to the Conference of Presidents (Rule 27.3). The same is expected from the 
Vice-President in charge of consulting with European civil society on key European issues (Rule 27.5). The 
President may also ask a Vice-President to represent Parliament on specific occasions or at ceremonies 
(Rule 23.3). 

Parliament procedure to fill a vacancy 
According to Rule 20, if the President, one of the Vice-Presidents or Quaestors needs to be replaced, their 
successor will be elected according to the respective rules for elections to the office concerned. This means 
that the successor to Mairead McGuinness will be elected on the basis of Rule 17 – election in a secret ballot 
by an absolute majority of votes cast. However, if a third round of votes is necessary, a relative majority 
would be sufficient. It is worth mentioning that, although the successor of a Vice-President will take the 
place of his or her predecessor in the order of precedence for the remainder of their term (Rule 20.1), the 
new Vice-President may have different responsibilities from their predecessor. 
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