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EU–China Geographical Indications Agreement 
During the November I part-session, Parliament is due to vote on giving its consent to the conclusion of the 
EU-China agreement on cooperation on, and protection of, geographical indications (GIs), i.e. distinctive signs 
attached, mainly, to agri-food products that have a given quality, reputation or other characteristics that are 
attributable to their specific geographical origin. The agreement adds a new element to the legal framework for 
EU relations with China that is currently based, in particular, on the 1985 European Economic Community–China 
Trade and Cooperation Agreement. It seeks to protect 100 EU GIs and 100 Chinese GIs in each other's territories 
against imitation and usurpation, and to bring the principle of reciprocity to bear in EU-China ties. 

Background 
In 2010, the Council endorsed a mandate for the European Commission to negotiate an EU-China agreement 
for 100 GIs from each side, selected on the basis of objective criteria such as economic value, export potential 
and the risk of counterfeiting. Counterfeiting in general and notably of wines has remained a big challenge 
in China. In 2017, lists of 100 EU and 100 Chinese GIs were published for public comment. Agreement was 
reached in 2019 on the substantive protection provisions. The Council endorsed the deal's signature in July 
2020, and it was signed on 14 September. The EU's near 3 400 GIs and the 2 385 Chinese GIs (under the 
Chinese sui generis GI protection scheme as of the end of 2019) both have considerable sales value. According 
to a 2019 study, EU GIs represented a sales value of €74.76 billion in 2017. In 2019, China was the EU-27's third-
largest export market for agricultural goods, with €14.5 billion or 8 % of total EU-27 agricultural exports. The 
GI agreement will give a further boost to the strong rise in EU exports to the vast Chinese market and to the EU's 
rural development, and promote the EU's sui generis GI protection scheme, a key EU trade policy objective. 

European Commission proposal 
The proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of the agreement, which requires Parliament's 
consent under Articles 207 and 218 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, states the 
deal's objective of securing a level of protection going beyond current international trade law, and sets out 
the 13 articles and six annexes of the agreement. The articles contain provisions on established GIs, spelling 
out the essential elements of the registration procedure, on GIs to be added within four years of the entry 
into force of the agreement, on the scope of GI protection, on the right to use GIs, and on the relationship 
with trademarks. As for GI enforcement, GI holders would have the right to request enforcement action and 
to seek judicial enforcement independently. Provisions on cooperation, exchange of information and 
transparency are complemented by provisions on regular reviews. Newly registered EU GIs would co-exist 
with earlier trademarks. For a few terms currently in use in China, such as feta, phasing-out periods are set. 

European Parliament position 
On 27 October 2020, Parliament's Committee on International Trade (INTA) adopted its recommendation 
that Parliament give its consent to the Council's decision on the conclusion of the agreement. In its 
accompanying motion for a non-legislative resolution, INTA stresses the need for effective implementation of 
the deal, the extension of the number of GIs protected, including fisheries and aquaculture GIs. It calls for 
deepened customs cooperation to fight counterfeiting, for a level playing field between the EU and China in 
other areas, and significant progress in the negotiations on the comprehensive agreement on investment.  

Consent procedure: 2020/0089(NLE); Committee responsible: 
INTA; Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP, Romania).  
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