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EU fisheries agreement with Seychelles 
The fisheries agreement with the Republic of Seychelles is the most financially significant EU tuna agreement. 
During the November I part-session, Parliament is due to vote on giving its consent to the conclusion of a new 
agreement and implementing protocol, ensuring EU vessels' continued access to one of the richest fishing grounds 
in the western Indian Ocean. The agreement aims to enable further EU-Seychelles cooperation to promote a 
sustainable fisheries policy and responsible exploitation of fisheries resources in the waters of Seychelles. 

Background 
The western Indian Ocean is the most important tuna-
fishing region for the EU fleet. EU vessels, mainly fishing 
for yellowfin and skipjack tuna, dominate the purse-seiner 
segment in the region. The EU-Seychelles fisheries 
agreement, first concluded in 1984 and updated in 1987 
and 2006, has been implemented by successive protocols 
defining the EU fishing opportunities and financial 
contribution. It is one of only two active agreements in the 
region (along with that with Mauritius), after the expiry of 
the protocols with Mozambique and Madagascar, and the 
denunciation of the agreement with the Comoros (see 
map).  

European Commission proposal 
An evaluation study recommended concluding a new 
agreement, in line with the reformed common fisheries 
policy, and to renew the protocol after its expiry on 17 January 2020. The new agreement and its six-year 
protocol were initialled on 22 October 2019 and, following the Commission proposal of 7 January 2020, have 
applied provisionally since their signature on 24 February 2020. The protocol provides fishing opportunities 
for up to 40 purse seiners, from Spain (22), France (16) and Italy (2), and 8 surface longliners, from France (4), 
Spain (2) and Portugal (2). The EU financial contribution is €5.3 million per year. Of this amount, €2.5 million 
represents access rights to Seychelles waters, corresponding to a reference tonnage of 50 000 tonnes of tuna 
per year, whereas the remaining €2.8 million provides sectoral support for the development of the Seychelles' 
fisheries policy. In addition, ship owners' authorisation fees are estimated at €4.4 million per year. 

European Parliament position 
On 1 October 2020, the Committee on Fisheries (PECH) recommended that Parliament give its consent to 
the conclusion of the new agreement and protocol, with the Committees on Development and on Budgets 
providing favourable opinions. PECH also adopted a motion for a non-legislative resolution. Among other 
recommendations, the motion calls for improving the participation of the Seychelles fisheries sector in the 
implementation of the agreement, and for restoring the overfished yellowfin tuna stocks through implementing 
regional measures and taking all necessary measures to stop overfishing by the EU fleet. The motion criticises 
the persistent practice of provisionally applying international agreements before Parliament gives its consent. 

Consent procedure: 2020/002(NLE); Committee responsible: 
PECH; Rapporteur: Caroline Roose (Greens/EFA, France).  

 
 

Waters of Seychelles 

 
Data source: Maritime Boundaries Geodatabase (consulted on 
2.10.2020); Natural Earth. 

mailto:eprs@ep.europa.eu
http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank
http://epthinktank.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-eurostat-news/-/EDN-20190502-1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-eurostat-news/-/EDN-20190502-1
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/international/agreements/seychelles
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:21984A0323(01)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:21987A0507(02)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:22006A1020(01)
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5e1b1689-7785-11e9-9f05-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-97941423
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:22020A0228(01)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0002
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CONSIL:ST_6317_2020_INIT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32020R0271
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0185_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0002M(NLE)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0002(NLE)&l=en
https://www.marineregions.org/eezdetails.php?mrgid=8337
https://www.naturalearthdata.com/

	Background
	European Commission proposal
	European Parliament position

