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EN 

Nomination of a Polish member  
of the European Court of Auditors  

On 29 October 2020, the Polish government proposed the nomination of Marek Opioła, as a candidate for 
membership of the European Court of Auditors (ECA). There is currently no Polish member of the ECA, since 
Janusz Wojciechowski took office as European Commissioner on 1 December 2019. The European Parliament's 
Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT) held a hearing with the nominee on 7 December, and subsequently 
delivered an unfavourable opinion. A vote in plenary is scheduled for the December plenary session.  

Background 
Members of the ECA are appointed by the Council, after consultation with the European Parliament. 
According to Article 285 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), the ECA 'shall 
consist of one national of each Member State'. Candidates for membership are proposed by their respective 
Member States, and appointed for a renewable term of six years. According to Article 286 TFEU, the 
members of the ECA have to be 'persons who belong or have belonged in their respective States to external 
audit bodies or who are especially qualified for this office'. The Treaty specifies explicitly that 'their 
independence must be beyond doubt'. Members are required to perform their duties in complete 
independence and in the general interest of the European Union. With the adoption of its 2014 resolution, 
Parliament has further shaped these requirements: high-level professional experience in public finance, 
auditing and management and thorough knowledge of the governance of the European institutions. The 
issue of gender balance among the Court's members is taken very seriously. 
In November 2020, the Council nominated Marek Opioła as candidate for membership of the ECA, based 
on a proposal from the Polish Prime Minister of 29 October 2020. Since November 2019, Mr Opioła has held 
the office of Vice-President of the Supreme Audit Office of Poland. Previously, he had served as a member 
of the Polish Parliament (Sejm) from the Law and Justice (PiS) party since 2005.  

Hearing in the Committee on Budgetary Control 
On 7 December, the CONT committee held a hearing on the basis of a draft report tabled by the rapporteur, 
including the questionnaire that was answered by the candidate prior to the hearing. During the hearing, 
Members of CONT asked questions about the candidate's professional experience in auditing, his 
international experience in the delegation of the Sejm to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
Parliamentary Assembly, and his vision of the concept of rule of law in the European Union. The chair added 
questions concerning audit methodology and the use of key performance indicators (KPIs) in the context 
of auditing. Certain questions also concerned an incident dating from May 2019 relating to the use of a 
police helicopter for Mr Opioła's electoral campaign. 

European Parliament position 
On 7 December, Members of the CONT committee adopted a report giving an unfavourable opinion on the 
candidate (7 votes in favour of the candidate, 23 votes against and 0 abstentions). The vote in committee 
was secret. The same applies to the vote in plenary that is scheduled during the December session. If the 
plenary also adopts an unfavourable opinion, the President of the European Parliament must ask the 
Council to withdraw the nomination and to submit a new nomination to Parliament (Rule 129 of the Rules 
of Procedure of the European Parliament).  

Report (consultation): 2020/0806(NLE); Committee responsible: CONT; Rapporteur: Matteo Adinolfi (ID, Italy). 
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