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Dear Reader, 

Over the last decades, a variety of novel 
infectious diseases have had zoonotic 
origins.  

High levels of biodiversity may be a  
potential source of pathogen transmis-
sion, but biodiversity protection and 
conservation can also play a crucial role 
in reducing the risk of zoonotic diseases 

by providing additional habitats for species and reducing potential contact  
between wildlife, livestock and humans.  

The study provided by Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quali-
ty of Life Policies draws attention to this important aspect and interrelation, 
highlighting the need to protect wildlife and biodiversity while at the same 
time reducing the contact probability between wildlife and livestock, as well 
as wildlife and humans. 

  

Pascal Canfin, MEP,  

Chair of the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
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FOCUS 

Biodiversity is one of the factors  
influencing the emergence in recent 
decades of a number of infectious  
diseases of zoonotic origin.  

The in-depth analysis requested by the 
ENVI committee explores the complex 
links between biodiversity and the risk 
of zoonotic diseases such as COVID-19. 

The paper examines potential policy measures, both in and outside of the 
territory of the EU.  

Scan the QR code 
to access the publication 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

The provision of transport in low-density and depopulating areas is an important 
challenge for European and national policymakers. While economic logic implies that 
transport projects should be focused on connecting the most advanced and inhabi-
ted areas, low-density and depopulating regions are at risk of being overlooked. It 
may be challenging to reconcile equity and efficiency when deciding on what trans-
port projects to carry out or to support via EU funds. 

Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies 

EU institutions have fragmented approaches of dealing with ethics. This study pro-
vides an overview of transparency and integrity-related elements in the current EU 
setting. Based on a comparison covering France, Ireland and Canada, it proposes an 
Independent Ethics Body (IEB) whose objective is to regain and maintain public trust 
by striving for a high level of integrity and transparency. 

Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs  

This briefing analyses gender and geographical balance in the governance structures 
of Horizon 2020. Horizon 2020 is the EU’s framework programme for research for 
the 2014-20 period. The programme’s main aim is to enable world-class research 
and to facilitate innovation and collaboration between the public and private sec-
tors. 

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs  

The study analyses the impact of pesticides on human health and food security in 
developing countries and the challenges of controlling the use of these hazardous 
substances. This study provides a broad perspective on the main trends regarding 
the use of pesticides in developing countries and analyses the extent to which pesti-
cides banned within the EU are exported. Recommendations are intended to  
improve all people's access to healthy food in line with UN declarations. 

Policy Department for External Relations  

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS JOIN THE NETWORK 

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the policy departments of the European Parliament and are provided for general 
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily  
represent the official position of the European Parliament. © Images and photos used under the license or the right of use by the European  
Parliament. 
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  and cohesion funds - Feb 2021 
Policy departments provide in-house and  
external expertise to support EP  
committees and other parliamentary bod-
ies in shaping legislation and exercising  
democratic scrutiny over EU policies.  

Send your details to: 
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu 

All publications: 
www.europarl.europa.eu/

supporting-analyses 
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