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Dear Reader, 

European countries have come under 
continuing external threats. The aim of 
those interferences coming mainly from 
Russia and China is to weaken democra-
cies. The EU has increased its toolbox to 
counter these attacks, but we have to go 
further. The EP has last year set up a 

Special Committee on Foreign Interference in all Democratic Processes in 
the European Union, including Disinformation (INGE). 

The committee is considering the foreign financing of political sphere, direct 
or indirect, as a top priority. As the EP had acknowledged in 2019, this influx 
of money coming from hostile regimes in direction of anti-EU movements 
“poses serious risks for European democratic societies and, ultimately, Euro-
pean sovereignty.”  

New rules have to be set and the national legislations must be harmonised. 

 

Raphaël Glucksmann, MEP,  
Chair of the INGE Committee 

DROI CULT  Large sporting events: 
human rights as a game changer?  

Workshop 
25 May 2021  
 

ENVI 2030 climate target: review of 
LULUCF Regulation   
Workshop online 
25 May 2021, 13:45-15:45 - SPINELLI 1G1     
 

CONT Missing Trader Fraud: defini-
tion, effects, prevention and solu-
tions  

Workshop 
26 May 2021, 13:45-15:45  
 

ENVI 2030 climate target: extension 
of ETS to transport emissions 

Workshop 
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CULT The situation of artists and 
cultural workers and the post-
COVID-19 cultural recovery in the 
European Union  

Q&A session 
27 May 2021  

FOCUS 

Disinformation, cyberattacks and foreign 
financing try to damage trust in democra-
tic institutions. Given the pandemic,  
protecting democratic processes becomes 
crucial.  

This study requested by the INGE Special 
Committee does not only map cases of 
foreign financial interference in political 
processes, but also analyses develop-

ments in respective regulations at the level both of the Member States and 
the EU. The study also presents recommendations aimed at further impro-
ving existing regulations.   

Scan the QR code 
to access the publication 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

The COVID-19 pandemic has triggered a huge increase in teleworking. This impacts 
the health and well-being of workers but also has wider effects on society. The study 
requested by EMPL committee analyses the effects of teleworking, and the increased 
monitoring that often goes with it, on workers' well-being, especially their mental 
health. It also looks at wider effects such as the impact on social inclusion, carbon 
emmisions and spatial development. 

Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies   

The COVID-19 pandemic posed challenges to the education systems and youth sec-
tor, revealing the lack of preparedness in terms of crisis management and digital  
education responses. The lack of comprehensive strategies, tools, and infrastructure 
for online education affected the quality of education provision, access and partici-
pation in education and youth activities, and reinforced existing inequalities in edu-
cation. Lockdowns also adversely affected children and youth’s mental health. 

Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies  

Proper cooperation between the Committee on Petitions and the European Com-
mission is needed to ensure that petitions are properly dealt with. This study  
analyses the right to petition, a key element of participatory democracy. Coopera-
tion between the Committee on Petitions and the EC is key to the procedure. The 
study sets national petition systems against the EU system and provides recommen-
dations for the EP and the Commission to improve the petitions process. 

Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs  

EU trust funds present a challenge to parliamentary scrutiny, since they are establis-
hed outside the national budgets or the budget of the EU. This paper proposes a 
factual overview of the recent developments in the implementation of the EU Bêkou 
Trust Fund for the Central African Republic, the EU Regional Trust Fund in response 
to the Syrian crisis (Madad), the EU Trust Fund for Peace in Colombia, the EU Trust 
Fund for Africa and the Facility for Refugees in Turkey. 

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs  
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CONT      The largest 50 beneficiaries in each EU Member State of CAP 

  and cohesion funds - May 2021 
Policy departments provide in-house and  
external expertise to support EP  
committees and other parliamentary bod-
ies in shaping legislation and exercising  
democratic scrutiny over EU policies.  

Send your details to: 
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu 

All publications: 
www.europarl.europa.eu/

supporting-analyses 

LIBE     Strengthening Europol - May 2021 

SEDE   Lessons from the precursor actions and programmes (PADR, 

  EDIDP) for the implementation of the European Defence Fund 
  (EDF) - May 2021 

TRAN      Relaunching transport and tourism after COVID-19 – Part II:

  Transport workers - May 2021 

ECON      Shadow banking - what kind of macroprudential regulation 
framework - June 2021 
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